










Saharanpur is a city and a Municipal Corporation in the state of Uttar Pradesh in northern India. It is 
the administrative headquarters of Saharanpur District and the Saharanpur Division.
Saharanpur is known for its wood carving cottage industry as well as a thriving market for local agricultural 
produce, including basmati rice and mangoes. A variety of industrial enterprises are located here includ-
ing textiles, sugar, paper and cigarette factories.
Today, Saharanpur in Uttar Pradesh is the principle center for wood carving. Here, the origins of the craft 
can be traced back to the late 19th century. Closely associated with architecture, wood carving incor-
porated the design vocabulary of architectural carvings. It was also influenced by Kashmiri designs, with 
many of the craft persons having descended from Kashmiri immigrants. These influences continue to re-
flect in contemporary products like the finely chiseled screens and jaali work and the anguri or vine leaf 
pattern found in many Saharanpur products.
With its development into a major hub for woodwork, wood carvers from other centres have also migrat-
ed here. As a result, Saharanpur can boast of a wide and highly skilled repertoire of techniques and prod-
ucts, catering to both the domestic and export markets.



The wooden handicrafts that we find in Saharanpur include furni-
ture, decorative items and wooden items. These items are exported 
all over the world. Wood work of Saharanpur district is world famous 
and is exported in many Western countries.

Wood carvings are done on decorated furniture, home furnishings 
and children’s toys. These finished goods are exported to America, 
Spain, Germany, France, Canada and the U.K. In 1980 the export 
of specially designed Indian furniture was to the tune of Rs 6 crore 
but during 1996-97 this export rose to about Rs 136 crore .Today the 
annual value of the wood carving industry of Saharanpur is pegged 
at about Rs 400 crore and it supports the livelihood of about 150,000 
artisans .

About 35 main furnishing firms of Saharanpur contribute half to the 
Indian export. Mango,rubber, pine, sheesham and teak wood is 
used mainly in this industry.

IN THE small workshops of Purani Mandi in Saharanpur, woodcarv-
ers fret, fit and polish their carvings for a revitalised urban market in 
India and abroad. Their own future, however, is precarious. Spiralling 
prices of fast-depleting raw materials and a market controlled by 
middlemen threaten to choke this once thriving trade. 



SURVEY

The survey was conducted to se 
what kinds of woods are being 
used in the export market, which 
ones are best suited for which 
country, what kind of finishes are 
preferred in which country, etc. 

The craftsmen in Saharanpur are 
highly skilled and are experts in 
handling wood. 



They know how to do multiple 
types of finishes to wood, have so 
many designs and are well aware 
about their own value. They know 

how to make the wood appear 
perfect.

 Material explorations have also 
happened in this ever evolving 

industry. 
They use wrought iron, glass, al-

uminium rods, plastic, acrylic 
,bone, And tin on various 

products.
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