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62" Edition

62nd IHGF Delhi Fair - Autumn 2026
13"- 17t October 2026; India Expo Centre, Greater Noida

Strong Sourcing Activity and Rising Footfall
Highlight IHGF Delhi Fair’s Global Appeal

Seminars on key topics like Global Buyer Trends 2027,
How Exporters can Navigate Production & Sourcing in the World of Al, etc.
saw strong industry engagement

Delhi/NCR - 14" October 2026 - The 62nd IHGF Delhi Fair-Autumn 2026, organized by the Export Promotion
Council for Handicrafts (EPCH) and being held from 13th to 17th October 2026 at the India Expo Centre & Mart,
Greater Noida continues to gather both long-standing patrons and first-time trade visitors as the events paces

well into the second day.

Pleased with the buyer presence, Dr. Neeraj Khanna, Chairman, EPCH informed, “The second day of IHGF
Delhi Fair— Autumn 2026 witnessed a strong influx of buyers from across the globe, with particularly encouraging
participation from Europe. Exhibitor stalls remained busy throughout the day as visitors explored new collections,
appreciated innovative product ranges and, in several cases, finalised orders. Themed presentation of
handlooms, handicrafts and home lifestyle products in this edition are drawing their share of attention, while the
fair’s facilities and visitor amenities were widely appreciated. Many first-time visitors remarked that experiencing
IHGF Delhi Fair in person was essential to understanding its scale, diversity and the vibrancy of India’s

handicrafts industry.”

Acknowledging this sentiment and making his own reference to some of the regular buyers meeting him at the
fair, Dr. Rakesh Kumar, Director General in the role of Chief Mentor, EPCH, and Chairman, IEML shared that
these buyers appreciate not only the quality and variety of Indian products but also the professionalism of Indian
businesses. “Over the years, the handicrafts sector, rather, the home & lifestyle products sector has progressed
significantly, embracing inclusivity and advancements in design, production, marketing and technology.
Through the medium of IHGF we are catering to the best of international brands. Many of our long-standing

buyers, who have been sourcing from India for years, have witnessed this transformation first-hand. They



recognise the growing sophistication of Indian vendors and the care taken at every stage, from manufacturing to

export, which has enhanced the quality, variety and overall appeal of Indian products,” he asserted.

The fair was also visited today by Shri Syed Zafar Islam, National Spokesperson & Former MP (Rajya Sabha), who
toured the exhibition halls and interacted with participating exporters. During the visit, he was briefed on the
diverse range of handicrafts, home, lifestyle, fashion, furnishing and furniture products showcased at the 62nd
IHGF Delhi Fair-Autumn 2026, as well as the fair’s role in connecting Indian manufacturers, exporters and

artisans with buyers and sourcing professionals from across the world.

During the fair, Export Promotion Council for Handicrafts (EPCH) and Sourcing Professionals Alliance (SPA)
signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) for strategic collaboration to strengthen engagement between
exporters and sourcing professionals, facilitate buyer—seller interactions and business networking, promote
participation in trade fairs and exhibitions, and undertake jointinitiatives in knowledge sharing, capacity building,
responsible sourcing and market intelligence. The collaboration is aimed at enhancing market access and

creating new business opportunities for Indian handicraft exporters in domestic and international markets.

Jan Philipp, a buyer from Germany, visiting the IHGF Delhi Fair for the first time to explore home décor products,
particularly candle holders said, he is keen to explore a wider range of offerings at the fair and looks forward to
returning for future editions. Stevi Boskovich from the USA, a retail buyer visiting the IHGF Delhi Fair for the
second time, has explored a diverse range of products, particularly homeware and bags. She finds the prices
reasonable and well-aligned with the products on offer. Appreciating the friendly and welcoming exhibitors,
along with the fair’s good facilities, she describes her overall experience as positive and enjoyable. Judith Maison
and Kaite Malvenan from Australia have returned to the IHGF Delhi Fair after their previous visit in 2024.
Interested in home décor and furniture, they are exploring distinctive designs and quality products suited to their
business requirements. They appreciate Indian products for their craftsmanship, attention to detail and skilled
workmanship. Their positive experience at this edition reflects their continued interest in discovering new
collections, engaging with exhibitors and exploring potential sourcing partnerships in India. Vanessa Bramley of
New Zealand-based lifestyle brand has been visiting the IHGF Delhi Fair for nearly 30 years, having witnessed its
evolution from its early editions in New Delhi. She sources lighting, giftware, Christmas decorations and other
products for retail and business customers, with India accounting for around 50% of the company’s exports. She
appreciates the significant improvement in product quality across categories and continues to find the fair a

valuable sourcing destination.

Commenting on how the fair’s evolving composition and addition of new exhibitors inspire importers, retailers
and overseas visitors from the home, hospitality and commercial sectors, Mr. Sagar Mehta, Vice Chairman,
EPCH, said, “Reflecting India’s diverse geographical and cultural heritage, IHGF Delhi Fair showcases products
rooted in rich craftsmanship traditions and an abundant raw material base. It offers buyers opportunities to
connect with makers, explore new ideas, and source and customise products from manufacturers across India.
While contemporary aesthetics remain important, India’s exceptional craftsmanship and intricate workmanship

continue to captivate discerning buyers worldwide.”



“The fair is progressing well with its supporting events,” said Mr. Avdesh Agarwal, President, IHGF Delhi Fair-
Autumn 2026 Reception Committee and shared, “Exhibitors and attendees gained valuable insights from the
seminars held today. The seminar ‘Global Buyer Trends 2027 - What Will Sell in Home, Lifestyle, Fashion and
Interiors?’ provided exporters with evolving buyer and consumer preferences, emerging market opportunities,
product-market fit, materials and design direction, sustainability and strategies they can adopt to translate
global trends into commercially viable collections and export orders. Another featured an industry expert and
strategist who helped attendees explore how artificial intelligence is transforming production planning, product
development, sourcing, quality control and supply-chain management, while helping exporters adopt Al

responsibly to improve efficiency and competitiveness.

Looking ahead to the upcoming business days and supporting events planned to engage exhibitors and visitors,
Mr. Rajesh Rawat, Executive Director, EPCH, remarked, “The continued trust of international buyers in EPCH
events is reflected in their consistent participation at IHGF Delhi Fair for over three decades. This edition, too,
has begun on avibrant note, with active buyer registrations and a dynamic atmosphere across the venue, marked
by bustling halls and meaningful business engagements. The upcoming days and scheduled activities are

expected to further strengthen buyer—exhibitor interactions and business opportunities.”

EPCH is a nodal institute for promoting exports of handicrafts from the Country to various destinations of the
world and projecting India’s image abroad as reliable supplier of high quality of handicrafts. The overall
Handicraft exports during the year 2025-26 was Rs. 33,168 Crores (US $ 3,754 Million) as informed by Mr. Rajesh

Rawat, Executive Director, EPCH.

For more information please contact:

Mr. Rajesh Rawat, Executive Director - EPCH,
+91 9810423612

Encl: Hindi, English with photos
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Photo 1 & 2: Shri Syed Zafar Islam, National Spokesperson & Former MP (Rajya Sabha) today visited 62nd IHGF
Delhi Fair-Autumn 2026 and interacted with member participants. Also seen Dr. Neeraj Khanna, Chairman,
EPCH; Dr. Rakesh Kumar, Director General in the role Chief Mentor, EPCH & Chairman, IEML and Mr. Avdesh
Agarwal, President, IHGF Delhi Fair-Autumn 2026 Reception Committee.

Photo 3: EPCH & SPA signed MoU for strategic collaboration in the august presence of Dr. Neeraj Khanna,
Chairman, EPCH; Dr. Rakesh Kumar, Director General in the role Chief Mentor, EPCH & Chairman, IEML; Mr.
Avdesh Agarwal, President, IHGF Delhi Fair-Autumn 2026 Reception Committee today. Also seen Mr. Rajesh
Rawat, Executive Director, EPCH; Mr. Vishal Dhingra, Chief Founding Patron, SPA and Ms. Tania Bhatia, Vice
President, SPA.
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Photo 4: EPCH organised awareness seminar on “Global Buyer Trends 2027 - What Will Sell in Home, Lifestyle,
Fashion and Interiors?” and “Production & Sourcing in the World of Al and How Exporters can Navigate this Area”
with large number of member participants of 62nd IHGF Delhi Fair — Autumn 2026 at India Expo Centre & Mart,
Greater Noida.

Photo 5: Busy buyers with member exhibitors during 62nd IHGF Delhi Fair— Autumn 2026 at India Expo Centre &
Mart, Greater Noida.



