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PRESS RELEASE

EPCH discusses “Aggressive Export Promotion Mission 2026-27” to
Accelerate Handicrafts Exports

Delhi/NCR - 20" August’2026 — A meeting of the Committee of Administration (CoA) of the Export Promotion
Council for Handicrafts (EPCH) was held on 20th August 2026 at Hotel Vasant Continental, New Delhi under the
chairmanship of Dr. Neeraj Khanna, Chairman, EPCH; Members of the Committee of Administration-EPCH; Dr.
Rakesh Kumar, Director General in the role of Chief Mentor, EPCH, Shri Avdhesh Agarwal, Member CoA and Shri
Rajesh Rawat, Executive Director, EPCH were present during the meeting.

The handicrafts exports during 2025-26 stood at Rs. 33,425.26 crore (USD 3,783.16 million), registering a growth of
0.91% in Rupee terms, while recording a decline of 3.40% in US Dollar terms over the previous year. The estimated
handicrafts exports during April-July 2026-27 stood at Rs. 12,307.97 crore (USD 1,295.79 million) as compared to the
corresponding period of 2025-26, registering a growth of 12.79 % in Rupee terms and 1.76 % in Dollar terms.

The Committee expressed that the present rate of export growth is not in line with the ambitious export targets set by
the Government for the sector and emphasised that there is need for exceptional and extraordinary measures to
boost handicrafts exports.

The committee discussed & proposed several measures that has been suggested by Dr. Neeraj Khanna, Chairman-
EPCH. Shri Avdhesh Agrawal, Member, Committee of Administration, expressed that the growth of handicrafts need
to be achieved at the rate of 20% and present rate of growth is disappearing the sector. He proposed that Dr. Rakesh
Kumar, Director General in the role of Chief Mentor, EPCH, may be requested to guide the Committee and suggest
specific measures that could be undertaken to significantly enhance exports of Handicrafts from India. Therefore, the
committee unanimously decided Dr. Rakesh Kumar to suggest an action plan for achieving the ambitious export
targets of the handicrafts sector.

Dr. Neeraj Khanna, Chairman-EPCH apprised the committee and discussed the need for support to the members
particularly those participating in trade fairs during the year. therefore, a comprehensive plan titled “EPCH
Aggressive Export Promotion Mission 2026-2027” was proposed, focusing on accelerated buyer mobilisation,
market diversification, increased international promotion, strengthening of existing markets, identification of new
sourcing destinations and enhanced business opportunities for member exporters.

The details of the proposed plan are as under:
1. Support to the members at cluster level

— Jodhpur Basni center to be refurnished as modern skill center for furniture and handicraft sector with
EPCH in joint venture with Handicraft & Carpet Sector Skill Council (HCSSC) to make it model and modern
skilling center, incubation & innovation center. A cost of ¥ 10 crores be spent on the same in coming years.

— Similar efforts to be made to upgrade EPCH CFC Saharanpur.

— Agra extension center of EPCH to be strengthened.

— AtFirozabad, a testing lab to be set up with help of Govt of UP. Land to be acquired.



— Design Centre with WGSN trends at Moradabad to be set up within the EPCH premises. Special budget be
spent on Cash & Carry Centre at Moradabad.

— Alsorequest to be made to expand TFC, Jodhpur by acquiring adjoining land at TFC, Boranada.

— CFC for Fashion Jewellery @ X 5 crores at Delhi-NCR other than land to be acquired. Grant shall be
requested to MSME and DC (H), Ministry of Textiles, Govt. Of India.

— Bag Cluster at Kolkata to be setup with initial seed money of Rs. 1 crores as SPV in cluster.

2. Marketing & Supply Chain Initiative
— Overseas Warehouse and Supply Chain facility at EU & USA as envisioned by Chairman be

implemented with the help of Govt of India. EPCH shall make its best efforts to make it successful. All
India members be made eligible for the same.

3. Marketing Initiative Support at Fair in India

— Member participation in fair such as IMM India, Bharat Tex or any other fair of national repute, an
amount of Rs 250/- per sqm as a support be provided to members participating in the same and will
apply to EPCH.

— IHGF Delhi Fair Spring/Autumn, rate shall be reduced by Rs 6,000/- per sqm.

— Amount of support will be for both fairs.

— Some courtesy to be extended to the exhibitors of IHGF Delhi Fair like Water Bottles etc. on all booths in
complex including mart and member exporter.

4. Bonding amongst members
— FASCO, Cricket, Pickleball tournaments will also continue along with International Yoga Day

5. Design Access
— EPCH’s all offices be equipped with WGSN access on the software downloadable on the system

The committee on the occasion decided that it is important to constitute a Steering Committee which should
complete all important task connected with the IHGF Delhi Fair on a fast-track basis. The proposed constitution of
the Steering Committee is as follows:
1. Dr. Neeraj Khanna, Chairman, EPCH

Mr. Avdhesh Agarwal, President, IHGF Delhi Fair

Mr. Rajesh Jain, Vice President, IHGF Delhi Fair
. Pradeep Muchhala, Vice President, IHGF Delhi Fair
Mr. Salman Azam, Vice President, IHGF Delhi Fair
Mr. R. B. Lahoti, Vice President, IHGF Delhi Fair
Mr. Shri Priyesh Bhandari, Vice President, IHGF Delhi Fair
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The meeting concluded with the Committee reaffirming its commitment to undertake coordinated and proactive
measures for accelerating India’s handicrafts exports, strengthening the global presence of Indian handmade
products and creating greater business opportunities for exporters, MSMEs and artisans across the country.

For more information please contact:
Mr. Rajesh Rawat, Executive Director - EPCH
+91-9810423612

Encl: Hindi, English version with photos
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Photo 1: Dr. Neeraj Khanna Chairman, EPCH along with Dr. Rakesh Kumar, Director General in the role of Chief
Mentor EPCH addressing the august gathering virtually. Also, seen are Members of Committee of Administration -
EPCH:- Shri Avdhesh Agarwal, Shri Rajesh Jain, Shri Prince Malik, Shri Pradip Muchhala, Shri Arshid Mir, Shri Salman,
Azam, Shri Zeeshan Ali, Shri Mohd. Zunaid; Shri K. L. Ramesh, Chairman, HCSSC and Shri Rajesh Rawat, Executive
Director-EPCH



