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2nd Edition of Handicrafts Expo (Artefacts)-2026
Trade Facilitation Centre (TFC), Boranada, Jodhpur (Rajasthan)
from 15" to 19" January 2026

Artefacts-2026 Opens with Good Response

Shri Jogaram Patel, Minister for Parliamentary Affairs, Law & Legal Affairs, Legal
Consultancy and Justice, Govt. of Rajasthan visits the fair and interacts with
exhibitors

Jodhpur, Rajasthan 15" January 2026: 2nd Edition of Handicrafts Expo (Artefacts)-2026 today opened at the Trade
Facilitation Centre (TFC), Boranada, Jodhpur. A five-day event being held from 15th to 19th January 2026, curated to create
a business-ready marketplace while celebrating the depth, authenticity and cultural resonance of India’s craft traditions.

Shri Jogaram Patel, Minister for Parliamentary Affairs, Law & Legal Affairs, Legal Consultancy and Justice, Government of
Rajasthan visited the fair and was welcomed by Dr. Neeraj Khanna, Chairman, EPCH; Shri Avdhesh Agarwal, Chief
Convenor, EPCH; Members of Committee of Administration, EPCH: Shri Nirmal Bhandari, Shri Ravi K. Passi, Shri Pradip
Muchhala, Shri Simrandeep Singh Kohli; Shri Rajesh Rawat, Executive Director, EPCH; Prominent member exporters from
Jodhpur, buyers and buyers' representatives; friends from the press and media.

While addressing the august gathering Shri Jogaram Patel, Minister for Parliamentary Affairs, Law & Legal Affairs, Legal
Consultancy and Justice, Government of Rajasthan, commended the exceptional quality, variety and superior finishing of
the handcrafted collections on display from across India. He extended special appreciation to Jodhpur's dedicated
exporters for their tireless hard work in elevating Rajasthan's handicrafts to world recognition. Shri Patel reaffirmed the
State Government's unwavering commitment to export promotion through transformative initiatives like Rising Rajasthan.
He also highlighted the Rajasthan Export Policy's a robust framework, wherein development of 37 industrial parks are being
initiated and the ODOP includes “One District Panch Gaurav”, all strategically designed to enhance ease of doing business
and propel MSMEs toward global competitiveness. He expressed support towards procurement of the adjacent land by
EPCH for future expansion of TFC.

Shri Jogaram Patel alongwith Dr. Neeraj Khanna, Chairman, EPCH and other dignitaries toured the fair and interacted with
exhibitors.

Speaking on the occasion, Dr. Neeraj Khanna, Chairman, EPCH shared that "Day 1 of Artefacts-2026 is witnessing a good
footfall, high-quality visitors’ enquiries. Opening-day outcomes reaffirm that Artefacts-2026 is evolving into a business-
ready marketplace that strengthens domestic market linkages for handicrafts while showcasing India’s craft excellence”.



Dr. Khanna further added that “Jodhpur has emerged as a major hub for the exports of a wide range of handcrafted products
like woodware and furniture. Buyers & tourist at Jodhpur will soon experience EPCH-Expo Bazaar Cash & Carry Store which
is designed as a one-stop sourcing destination which brings together a thoughtfully curated range of handicrafts, home
décor, furnishings, giftware, lifestyle accessories, utility products and contemporary craft-led offerings. He also assured
that soon a Testing Lab would be operational in EPCH Trade Facilitation Centre, Jodhpur significantly enhancing quality
certification capabilities for handicraft exporters. Against emerging challenges like potential US tariffs, he stressed the
imperative for strategic market diversification through closer industry collaboration.

Shri Sagar Mehta, Vice Chairman-EPCH said that “We are positioning this expo not only as a showcase but as a platform
that supports faster, more reliable fulfilment for domestic volume buyers, retail and e-commerce. We are encouraging
exhibitors to strengthen packaging and brand readiness and to plan ready-stock lines, order consolidation and dispatch
coordination so buyers can source across categories in one visit and move quickly into replenishment cycles”

Shri Avdhesh Agarwal, Chief Convener, EPCH said that “EPCH's strategic synergy between Asia’s largest Handicrafts fairs
like IHGF Delhi Fair and domestic initiatives like Handicraft Expo — Artefacts 2026, this B2B-cum-B2C model has
accelerated MSME growth through confirmed commitments from hotel chains and e-commerce replenishment cycles. He
urged the Hon’ble Minister to support the handicraft sector through various policy intervention by the Govt of Rajasthan
and also requested adjacent land to EPCH for future expansion of TFC to which the Hon’ble Minister expressed his support
for the same.”

Highlighting the cultural and visitor-experience dimension planned across the five days, Shri Nirmal Bhandari, Member
CoA, EPCH added, “Jodhpur's Trade Facilitation Centre offers the ideal setting for a fair that merges business opportunity
with cultural celebration. This year's Artefacts Expo features a rich cultural calendar with daily cultural
evenings showcasing Rajasthani folk dances, live musical performances, a grand fashion show presenting handcrafted
textiles, jewellery and accessories styled ensuring high visitor dwell time and repeat visits. A dedicated food court will serve
authentic cuisines and food items enhancing the complete visitor experience.”

Shri Rajesh Rawat, Executive Director, EPCH shared that “Our comprehensive marketing strategy has delivered exceptional
exhibitor readiness and targeted buyer introductions from the very first day. Artefacts-2026 establishes a robust domestic
value chain connecting artisan skilling directly to institutional fulfilment through world-class infrastructure at Jodhpur TFC.
We are deeply grateful to the Office of the Development Commissioner (Handicrafts), Ministry of Textiles, Government of
India, for their unwavering support and strategic guidance in bringing the 2nd Edition of Handicrafts Expo (Artefacts)-2026
to fruition”.

Export Promotion Council for Handicrafts is a nodal organization for promotion of exports of handicrafts from the country
and create brand image of magic of the gifted hands of millions of artisans and crafts persons engaged in production of
home, lifestyle, textiles, furniture, and fashion jewellery & accessories in craft clusters of the country. The overall
Handicrafts exports during the year 2024-25 was Rs. 33,123 Crores (US $ 3,918 Million). The exports of handicrafts from
Rajasthan during the year 2024-25 was Rs. 6414.19 crores with Jodhpur comprising share is 50.19% in exports added Shri
Rajesh Rawat, Executive Director - EPCH.

For more information please contact:
Shri Rajesh Rawat, Executive Director, EPCH
+91-9810423612

Encl: Hindi & English with photos
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Photo 1: Shri Jogaram Patel, Minister for Parliamentary Affairs, Law & Legal Affairs, Legal Consultancy and Justice,
Government of Rajasthan being welcomed by Dr. Neeraj Khanna, Chairman, EPCH; Shri Avdhesh Agarwal, Chief
Convenor, EPCH; Members of Committee of Administration, EPCH: Shri Nirmal Bhandari, Shri Simrandeep Singh
Kohli; Shri Rajesh Rawat, Executive Director, EPCH; Prominent member exporters from Jodhpur during 2nd Edition of
Handicrafts Expo (Artefacts)-2026, TFC, Boranada, Jodhpur.
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Photo 2: Visitors transacting business during 2nd Edition of Handicraft Expo (Artefacts) Jodhpur 2026 at TFC, Jodhpur.



