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Press Release

EPCH SHOWCASES “INDIAN HANDICRAFTS - MAGIC OF GIFTED HANDS” AT PARIS, FRANCE

New Delhi - 04th September’2025 - The Maison & Objet 2025 got underway from 04 - 08 September, 2025 at Paris, France
with EPCH Thematic Pavillion namely “Indian Handicrafts — Magic of Gifted Hands”. The EPCH India Pavilion was inaugurated
by Smt. Amrit Raj, Development Commissioner (Handicrafts), Ministry of Textiles, Govt. of India in the august presence of Ms.
Eenam Gambhir, Charge D'Affaires (Deputy Chief of Mission), Embassy of India to France; Dr. Neeraj Khanna, Chairman-
EPCH; Mr. Avdesh Agarwal, Chief Convenor, EPCH; Mr. Rajat Asthana, Member CoA EPCH & President IHGF Delhi Fair
Autumn’25, EPCH; Mr. Mohit Chopra, Vice President of IHGF Autumn’25; Mr. Raj Anand, India Representative for M&O;
member exhibitors and other senior officials informed by Mr. R. K. Verma, Executive Director - EPCH.

On the sidelines of Maison & Objet 2025, EPCH In collaboration with the Embassy of India and the Office of the Development
Commissioner (Handicrafts) also organized an Interactive Session on the theme “India — A Profitable Destination for Sourcing
Handicrafts.” The session brought together global buyers, sourcing professionals and Indian handicraft exporters to explore
opportunities, discuss market trends, and highlight India’s position as a trusted partner in the global handicrafts value chain.
Senior dignitaries, trade experts and leading exhibitors deliberated on how India’s diverse product range, sustainable
practices and artisanal excellence continue to make it one of the most attractive sourcing destinations worldwide added Mr.
Verma.

Smt. Amrit Raj, Development Commissioner (Handicrafts), Ministry of Textiles, Govt. of India along with Ms. Eenam Gambhir,
Charge D'Affaires (Deputy Chief of Mission), Embassy of India to France and other senior official interacted with member
participants and admired the curated showcase of Indian craftsmanship. While addressing, Smt. Amrit Raj, DC (Handicrafts)
appreciated the thematic display of wide range of handicrafts displayed at the India pavilion and reiterated the commitment
of good office O/o Development Handicrafts towards strengthening the global footprint of Indian handicrafts.

Dr. Neeraj Khanna, Chairman-EPCH said that Maison & Objet 2025 has been bringing together the international design, home
decor and lifestyle community under one roof. Maison & Objet, being multicultural crossroads of contemporary living, places
for meetings and exchanges, invites exhibitors and visitors from around the world to showcase a high-quality international
product range. It provides a comprehensive overview of the excellence and innovation that help to share the best of creativity.

Mr. Avdesh Agarwal, Chief Convenor, EPCH shared, Maison & Objet Paris is considered to be the gateway to designer world
for last 25 years and major event for professionals working in the art of living in all its rich and varied expressions. More than
65000 visitors are expecting to visit from over 90 Countries to fair. India's participation will increase the fair's vibrancy and
diversity, as well as familiarise global manufacturers, retailers, and brands with the vibrant entrepreneurship in the Indian
textiles and home furnishing consumer products industry, opening up opportunities for sourcing from India.

Mr. R. K. Verma, Executive Director — EPCH said in this edition, 8 member exporters of EPCH from New Delhi, Gautam Budh
Nagar, Jodhpur, Moradabad etc are participating under EPCH India Pavilion displaying Leather Products, Home Furnishings,
Bags, Jewellery Box, Fashion Accessories and Eco-Friendly Products etc.

EPCH is a nodal agency for promoting exports of handicrafts from the Country to various destinations of the world and
projecting India’s image abroad as reliable supplier of high quality of handicrafts goods & services. The overall Handicrafts
exports during the year 2024-25 was Rs. 33,123 Crores (US $ 3,918 Million). The exports of handicrafts items to France during
the year 2024-25 is Rs. 1004.32 Crores (US $ 118.75 Million) informed by Mr. R. K. Verma, Executive Director-EPCH.

For more information please contact:
Mr. R. K. Verma, Executive Director - EPCH
+91-9810697868

Encl: Hindi, English version and photos
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Photo 1, 2 & 3: Smt. Amrit Raj, Development Commissioner (Handicrafts), Ministry of Textiles, Govt. of India in the august
presence of Ms. Eenam Gambhir, Charge D'Affaires (Deputy Chief of Mission), Embassy of India to France; Dr. Neeraj Khanna,
Chairman-EPCH; Mr. Avdesh Agarwal, Chief Convenor, EPCH; Mr. Rajat Asthana, Member CoA EPCH & President IHGF Delhi
Fair (Autumn)’25, EPCH; Mr. Mohit Chopra, Vice President of IHGF Autumn’25; Mr. Raj Anand, India Representative for M&O
inaugurated EPCH thematic pavillion “Indian Handicrafts — Magic of Gifted Hands” and interacted with the visitors during
Maison & Objet 2024, Paris, France.



