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PRESS RELEASE

EPCH CHAIRMAN DR. NEERAJ KHANNA MEETS DEVELOPMENT COMMISSIONER (INDUSTRIES),
GOVT. OF MAHARASHTRA TO PROMOTE HANDICRAFTS EXPORTS FROM THE STATE OF
MAHARASHTRA

DR. NEERAJ KHANNA MEETS MAHARASHTRA INDUSTRIES COMMISSIONER TO ACCELERATE
HANDICRAFTS EXPORT GROWTH

EPCH INITIATES DIALOGUE WITH MAHARASHTRA GOVERNMENT ON EXPANDING HANDICRAFTS
EXPORT POTENTIAL

Delhi NCR/ Mumbai, 24 July 2025 - Dr. Neeraj Khanna, Chairman-EPCH alongwith Shri Avdesh Agarwal, Chief
Convenor, EPCH, Shri Ravi Passi, Shri Pradeep Muchalla, Member(s) CoA met today with Shri Deependra Singh
Kushwah, IAS, Development Commissioner (Industries), Government of Maharashtra, at Mantralaya, Mumbai.
The meeting was held to discuss strategies and present detailed suggestions for the growth and promotion of
the handicrafts sector in the State of Maharashtra with a focus on enhancing exports of handicrafts from the
country, informed Dr. Neeraj Khanna.

During the meeting, Dr. Khanna highlighted Maharashtra’s significant contribution to India’s handicrafts exports,
and emphasized the rich heritage of the state reflected in its diverse range of craft products such as tribal
jewellery, Warli paintings, musical instruments, bamboo & coconut shell crafts, pottery, Ajanta paintings, and
more.

Dr. Khanna submitted a formal representation on behalf of EPCH, outlining actionable suggestions to overcome
current challenges faced by member exporters and artisans in the state including Enhanced MDA Scheme; E-
Commerce Export Support; Freight Subsidy; Export Credit Insurance Reimbursement; Interest Subsidy; Design
Development Assistance; Compliance Grant; Plug & Play Infrastructure; Inclusion in State Schemes and others.

During meeting, Shri Avdesh Agarwal and Shri Ravi Passi, Member(s), CoA invited the Government of
Maharashtra to actively participate in the upcoming 60th IHGF Delhi Fair — Autumn 2025, scheduled from 13-17
October 2025, where thematic displays from Maharashtra’s crafts sector can be showcased to over 7000
overseas buyers and more than 3000 Indian exporters.

Shri Deependra Singh Kushwah, IAS, Development Commissioner (Industries), Government of Maharashtra
appreciated EPCH'’s initiatives and assured of the Government’s support in fostering growth and employment
through the handicrafts sector.

Export Promotion Council for Handicrafts is a nodal agency for promotion of exports of handicrafts from the
Country and create brand image of magic of the gifted hands of millions of artisans and craftspersons engaged
in production of home, lifestyle, textiles, furniture and fashion jewellery & accessories products in different craft
clusters of the Country. The overall Handicrafts exports during the year 2024-25 was Rs. 33,123 Crores (US $
3,918 Million) informed by Shri R. K. Verma, Executive Director, EPCH.

For more information please contact:
Shri. R. K. Verma, Executive Director, EPCH
+91-9810679868

Encl: Hindi, English version and photos



Photo 1 & 2, 2(a) : Dr. Neeraj Khanna, Chairman-EPCH alongwith Sh Avdesh Agarwal, Chief Convenor, EPCH
India, Sh Ravi Passi, Sh Pradeep Muchalla, Member(s) CoA and leading member Sh Ashok Boob met today with
Shri Deependra Singh Kushwah, IAS, Development Commissioner (Industries), Government of Maharashtra, at
Mantralaya, Mumbai



Photo 3 & 4 - EPCH delegation also met with the Director, Ms Renu Shome of The Council of EU Chamber of
Commerce in India, Mumbai and discussed strategy for promotion of exports of handicrafts in European Union



