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PRESS RELEASE

EPCH RAISES KEY ISSUES OF THE HANDICRAFTS SECTOR DURING HIGH-LEVEL MEETINGS
IN MORADABAD

Shri Om Birla, Hon’ble Speaker, Lok Sabha and Shri Jitin Prasada, Hon’ble Minister of State for Commerce
and Industry, Ministry of Commerce and Industry, Govt. of India interacts with exporters

Moradabad, Uttar Pradesh — 25t June’2025 - Shri Om Birla, Hon’ble Speaker, Lok Sabha and Shri Jitin
Prasada, Hon’ble Minister of State for Commerce and Industry, Ministry of Commerce and Industry, Govt. of
India alongwith other senior officials including Ms. Vrunda Manohar Desai, Addl. DGFT (CLA); Shri Anuj Singh,
District Magistrate, Moradabad; Dr. Sukhbir Singh Badal, Joint DGFT held an interactive meeting with industry
leaders and exporters at Moradabad informed Shri R. K. Verma, Executive Director, EPCH.

The handicraft sector was represented by Chairman, EPCH - Dr. Neeraj Khanna alongwith Member CoA - EPCH
Shri Avdesh Aggarwal, Shri Salman Azam and Shri Najmul Islam, Patron Artisan Society.

During the meeting, Dr. Neeraj Khanna, Chairman-EPCH, gave an overview of the handicrafts sector
highlighting the sectors significant role in employment generation and rural development, particularly in craft
clusters like Moradabad. He also presented sector's recent export performance and shared key challenges faced
by exporters. Chairman — EPCH emphasised the need for enhanced infrastructure support, streamlined policy
facilitation and greater market access through strategic promotion and international trade event.

The Hon’ble Ministers gave a patient hearing to the issues raised.

Export Promotion Council for Handicrafts is a nodal agency for promotion of exports of handicrafts from the
Country and create brand image of magic of the gifted hands of millions of artisans and craftspersons engaged
in production of home, lifestyle, textiles, furniture and fashion jewellery & accessories products in different
craft clusters of the Country. The overall Handicrafts exports during the year 2024-25 was Rs. 33,123 Crores
(US $ 3,918 Million) informed by Shri R. K. Verma, Executive Director, EPCH.

For more information please contact:

Mr. R. K. Verma, Executive Director, EPCH
+91-9810679868

Encl : Hindi, English version and photos



Photo 1, 2 & 3: Dr. Neeraj Khanna, Chairman-EPCH met Shri Om Birla, Hon’ble Speaker, Lok Sabha and Shri
Jitin Prasada, Hon’ble Minister of State for Commerce and Industry, Ministry of Commerce and Industry, Govt.
of India along with Member CoA — EPCH Shri Avdesh Aggarwal, Shri Salman Azam and Shri Najmul Islam,
Patron Artisan Society at Moradabad on 25.06.2025.



