GST NO. 07TAAACE1747M1ZJ CIN U20299DL 1986 NPL023253

Qﬁg%‘s\] EXPORT PROMOTION COUNCIL FOR HANDICRAFTS
=) G' |

EPCH HOUSE, POCKET 6 & 7, SECTOR 'C', LOCAL SHOPPING CENTRE, VASANT KUNJ, NEW DELHI-110070

= F;f Tel: 91-11-26135256 Email: press@epch.com
*-—J Fax: 91-11-26135518,26135519 web: www.epch.in

eDELHI FAIR i

28-31 OCTOBER 2021

I AUTUMN [ India Expo Center & Mart, Greater Noida- NCR (India)

PRESS RELEASE

SHRI RAMDAS ATHAWALE, HON’BLE UNION MINISTER OF STATE FOR SOCIAL
JUSTICE & EMPOWERMENT, GOVT. OF INDIA INAUGURATES 52ND EDITION OF
IHGF DELHI FAIR-AUTUMN 2021

COMMENDS EPCH AND INDUSTRY ON RESILIENCE, BOUNCING BACK WITH
PHYSICAL SHOW

1500+ EXHIBITORS, PRE-REGISTERED BUYERS FROM 90+ NATIONS, THEME
PRESENTATIONS, REGIONAL CRAFTS, SEMINARS AND CRAFT
DEMONSTRATIONS DEFINE 4 DAYS SHOW

Greater Noida — 28th OCTOBER 2021 - The 52nd edition of IHGF-DELHI FAIR —
AUTUMN 2021 being held from 28th to 31st October 2021 at India Expo Centre & Mart,
Greater Noida Expressway , was inaugurated today by Shri Ramdas Athawale, Hon’ble
Union Minister of State for Social Justice & Empowerment, Govt. of India in the presence
of Mr. U P Singh , IAS, Secretary, Ministry of Textiles; Mr. Shantmanu, IAS, Development
Commissioner (Handicrafts); Mr. Raj K Malhotra, Chairman, EPCH, Dr. Rakesh Kumar,
Director General, EPCH; Members of Committee of Administration, EPCH; Mr. Vishal
Dhingra, Chairman, Buying Agents Association of India (BAA); renowned film star, Mr.
Gagan Malik; and Mr. R K Verma, Executive Director, EPCH. Many overseas buyers
visited with many registering in early hours of the fair.

While addressing the gathering, Shri Ramdas Athawale, Hon’ble Union Minister of State
for Social Justice & Empowerment, Govt. of India, expressed his happiness and surprise
to see the first physical fair after the pandemic and appreciated the efforts of EPCH. Shri
Athawale was happy to note participation of several artisan clusters, the results of which
would go a long way in empowering those striving at the grassroots level. He assured of
his ministries support towards EPCH’s future endeavours in empowering artisans and
crafts persons across varies segments of the sector. Such shows are instrumental in
nurturing their potential, he emphasised. Commending EPCH on the multi- dimensional
and wholesome representation of the entire industry, Shri Athawale hoped to see the fair
grow in all aspects in future. After 3 virtual editions, as buyers and sellers come face to
face after a gap of two years, for the 52nd IHGF Delhi Fair, the Hon’ble Minister wished
fruitful business and strong ties for all.
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Speaking at the inauguration ceremony of the fair, Mr. U P Singh, Secretary Textiles,
Ministry of Textiles said that it is commendable that even during the pandemic when all
physical activities were on hold, EPCH was the first Council to organize its fairs on virtual
platform and now when things are getting back to normal, the 52nd edition of IHGF Delhi
Fair resumes its physical mode. He applauded the segment in contributing to an
exemplary export growth of 60% during the 1t six months of 2021-22 despite difficulties
& challenges faced by the exporters during the two years of the pandemic. Now that the
situation looks hopeful things could get better and more fruitful here on. He added, since
the business of handicrafts and gifts entails touch and feel factor, he is hopeful that the
resumption of physical fairs would result in increase in the number of orders booked and
business generated, thereby creating new jobs and opportunities for exporters,
entrepreneurs and artisans.

Shri Piyush Goyal, Hon’ble Union Minister of Commerce & Industry in his message said,
at a time when the world’s largest vaccination programme is in full swing, it is heartening
to see the physical exhibition taking place, providing an opportunity for exhibitors & buyers
to meet in person for transacting business. He hoped that this event will pave way for
bigger and better editions of the fair in the near future, and in the process, promote greater
exports of handicrafts from India.

Commenting on the fair, Mr. Shantmanu, Development Commissioner (Handicrafts)
appreciated the inclusion of several regional artisanal products from J&K, Rajasthan,
Southern and North Eastern Regions, in Theme and Collective Presentations at the show,
especially those made from eco-friendly and natural materials. He hoped that the display
of these items would certainly create awareness and demand of these products amongst
the visitors.

Mr. Raj Kumar Malhotra, Chairman, EPCH, welcomed all to the 52nd edition of IHGF Delhi
Fair and mentioned that it has been proved once again by the Council that with sheer hard
work and dedication one can always overcome difficult times and convert challenges into
opportunities by preparing for better times. “This edition of the IHGF Fair facilitates in-
person interactions and provides a viable marketing option to the exhibitors and buyers.
With an extensive publicity campaign undertaken by EPCH, a large number of overseas
buyers, wholesalers and retailers have already registered to visit the show,” he added.

Reflecting on the optimistic sentiment of the handicrafts industry, Dr. Rakesh Kumar,
Director General, EPCH, said, “Post initial desperation during the pandemic, our members
went into strategic and creative use of resources to develop new products and adopt lean
manufacturing ideas. With their preparedness, India is steadily gearing to be the preferred
supplier in home, lifestyle, fashion, textiles and furniture products.” He further informed
about Theme Pavilions depicting crafts from North Eastern Region, Jammu & Kashmir,
Rajasthan and Southern Region with a plethora of vibrant lines that will be among
attractions for the visiting overseas buying community.
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EPCH is a nodal agency for promoting exports of handicrafts from the Country to various
destinations of the world and projecting India’s image abroad as a reliable supplier of high
quality handicrafts goods & services. The Handicrafts exports during the Six months of
current financial year from April to September, 2021-22 is Rs. 15995.73 Crores registering
a growth of over 60.34% over the same period in last year.

For more information, please contact :
DR. RAKESH KUMAR, DIRECTOR GENERAL- EPCH - +91-9818272171
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Shri Ramdas Athawale, Union minister of State for Social Justice & Empowerment, Govt. of India lighting
lamp during inauguration ceremony of IHGF Delhi Fair Autumn 2021 at India Expo Centre & Mart, Greater
Noida also seen L-R Shri Shantmanu, IAS, Development Commissioner (Handicrafts) Ministry of
Textiles, Shri Raj Kumar Malhotra, Chairman EPCH, , Shri U.P Singh, I.A.S, Secretary (Textiles), Govt.
of India, Dr. Rakesh Kumar, Director General-EPCH
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L-R Dr. Rakesh Kumar, Director GeneraI-EPCH Shri Shantmanu, IAS, Development Commlssmner
(Handicrafts) Ministry of Textiles, Shri U.P Singh, I.A.S, Secretary (Textiles), Govt. of India, Shri Ramdas
Athawale, Union minister of State for Social Justice & Empowerment, GOI, Shri Raj Kumar Malhotra,
Chairman EPCH, Shri R.K. Verma, Executive Director-EPCH during inauguration ceremony of IHGF
Delhi Fair Autumn 2021 held at India Expo Centre & Mart, Greater Noida
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L-R Dr. Rakesh Kumar, Director General-EPCH, Shri U.P Singh, |.A.S, Secretary (Textiles), Govt. of
India, Shri Ramdas Athawale, Union Minister of State for Social Justice & Empowerment, Govt. of India,
Shri Vishal Dhingra, BAA, Shri Raj Kumar Malhotra, Chairman EPCH releasing Fair Directory during
inauguration ceremony of 52nd IHGF Delhi Fair Autumn 2021 at India Expo Centre & Mart, Greater
Noida
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Shri Ramdas Athawale, Union Minister of State for Social Justice & Empowerment, Govt. of India, Shri
U.P Singh, |.A.S, Secretary Ministry of (Textiles), Shri Shantmanu, IAS, Development Commissioner
(Handicrafts), Shri Raj Kumar Malhotra, Chairman EPCH, Dr. Rakesh Kumar, Director General-EPCH
along with Members of Committee of Administration-EPCH during inauguration ceremony of 52nd IHGF
Delhi Fair Autumn 2021 at India Expo Centre & Mart, Greater Noida
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