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PRESS RELEASE

SHRI RAJ KUMAR MALHOTRA, CHAIRMAN-EPCH MET HON’BLE MINISTER OF
TEXTILES, SMT. SMRITI ZUBIN IRANI — MINISTER ASSURES SUPPORT TO
HANDICRAFTS SECTOR

NEW DELHI — 15 June 2021 - Shri Raj Kumar Malhotra, new Chairman-EPCH alongwith Shri Ravi K. Passi,
Immediate Past Chairman-EPCH, Dr. Rakesh Kumar, Director General-EPCH and Sh. R.K. Verma, Executive
Director-EPCH met Hon’ble Union Minister of Textiles and Women & Child Development, Smt. Smriti
Zubin Irani and apprised Hon’ble Minister about the performance of exports of handicrafts for the year 2020-21
which has shown marginal increase of 1.14% (in Rupee terms) over the same period last year, informed Dr.
Rakesh Kumar, Director General, EPCH.

Shri Raj Kumar Malhotra, Chairman-EPCH during discussion also raised certain issues pertaining to
promotion of exports of handicraft and sought intervention of the Hon’ble Minister. The issues raised
included Restoration of provision of duty-free import of essential embellishments, trimmings, tools
consumables for handicrafts sector; Release of funds of MEIS; Setting-up regulatory body for Shipping
lines and freight forwarders; Coverage of Pre shipment risk by ECGC; Restoration of Option to Export on
Payment of IGST or Under Bond or LUT; Setting up a warehousing facility at USA, said Dr. Kumar.

The Hon’ble Minster of Textiles patiently heard all the suggestions raised by the Chairman-EPCH and
complimented the handicrafts sector for its efforts during COVID pandemic on achievement of exports
of over Rs. 25,558 crores (USD 3443 million). Hon'ble Minister assured her Ministry’s full support to the
Council towards growth and development of the handicrafts sector, further informed by Dr. Kumar.

Shri Ravi K. Passi, Immediate Past Chairman-EPCH, Dr. Rakesh Kumar, Director General and Shri R.K.
Verma, Executive Director-EPCH were also present on the occasion.

The exports of handicrafts for April-March (provisional) of the current financial year 2020-21 is at
Rs.25558.94 crores (US$ 3443.45 million) registering a marginal growth of 1.14 % (Rupee terms) and
(-) 3.39 % (dollar terms) over the same period last year. However, as far as exports for the month of
(April- May) 2021-22 (provisional) is at Rs. 2538.09 crores (US$ 343.49 million) and a growth of 175.67%
in Rupees terms and 183.34% in Dollar terms.

For more information, please contact:
DR. RAKESH KUMAR, DIRECTOR GENERAL — EPCH - +91-9818272171
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Shri Raj Kumar Malhotra, Chairman-EPCH, Shri Ravi K. Passi, Immediate Past
Chairman-EPCH, Dr. Rakesh Kumar, Director General-EPCH and Sh. R.K.Verma,
Executive Director-EPCH met today Hon’ble Union Minister of Textiles and Women
& Child Development, Smt. Smriti Zubin Irani
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