EPCH PRESS RELEASE

FOCUSED Market of West Asia & North Africa - BUYER SELLER
MEET OF INDIAN HANDICRAFTS OPENS ON VIRTUAL
PLATFORM ORGANIZED BY EPCH

New Delhi — 24" February, 2021 - The Export Promotion Council for Handicrafts (EPCH) in
association with Indian Embassies & Consul General Offices in West Asia & North African
Countries (WANA Region) is organising the “Virtual Buyer Seller Meet of Indian Handicrafts
Manufacturers & Exporters with buyers of Countries in WANA Region (West Asia & North
Africa ) from 23-25 February, 2021 where over 68 accredited manufacturers and exporters
from all parts of India is displaying the wide range of handcrafted products at Virtual BSM,
said Dr. Rakesh Kumar, Director General — EPCH.

Dr. Rakesh Kumar, DG EPCH informed that during the opening ceremony organized on
23.2.21 on virtual platform, His Excellency Shri Pavan Kapoor, Ambassador, Embassy of India
in Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates, H.E. Shri Sibi George, Ambassador, Embassy of India in
Kuwait, H.E. Shri Munu Mahawar, Ambassador, Embassy of India Oman, H.E. Mr. Piyush
Srivastava, Ambassador, Embassy of India in Bahrain, H.E. Mr. Ravindra Prasad Jaiswal,
Ambassador, Embassy of India Sudan have extended their wishes to EPCH for organizing its
1%t Virtual Buyer Seller Meet in WANA Region reflecting the indomitable spirit of the
handicraft exporting fraternity to continue furthering the efforts to strengthen the
Handicrafts Sector.

H.E. Shri Pavan Kapoor, Ambassador, Embassy of India in Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates
said that the quality and range of the handicrafts showcased in this virtual buyer seller meet
is truly amazing and this is a wonderful opportunity for Gulf buyers to connect and source
from Indian handicrafts exhibitors. The handicrafts sector is an important sector of the
Indian economy, as it not only provides significant employment opportunities in the rural
areas but also accounts for a significant share in India's exports. The large variety of
handicrafts produced all over India reflect India's rich cultural heritage and centuries of
evolutionary tradition. Handicrafts mirror the cultural identity of the diverse ethnic people
who produce them. India's handicrafts sector nurtures centuries of rich tradition and skilled
craftsmanship in creating beautifully designed products, made in a sustainable manner.

H.E. Shri Sibi George, Ambassador, Embassy of India in Kuwait speaking on the occasion that
said the Incredible variety of arts and crafts of India is a valuable cultural heritage of the
whole humanity, our artisans and craftsmen have been giving us objects of duty and utility
for centuries. Today our handicrafts are known and cherished in the large part of the world
and naturally here in Kuwait the appreciation for our Handicrafts is immense. EPCH India is
organizing a virtual buyer seller meet from 23 to 25™ February this year to connect the
buying community in the state of Kuwait with more than 65 manufacturers and exporters
from India. The embassy has been engaged in the business community in Kuwait through a
stream of events in hybrid format where all stakeholders from India and Kuwait can join and
explore business opportunities in India.



H.E. Shri Munu Mahawar, Ambassador, Embassy of India Oman extended their wishes to the
participants and said that the Indian Handicrafts Industry is highly decentralized and the 2nd
largest employment generating sector. EPCH's member-exporters engage a number of
artisans in rural and semi-rural areas of India and generate employment for MSMES. The
industry nurtures centuries of rich tradition and skilled craftsmanship by creating
beautifully-designed products in sustainable manner. Through the Virtual Buyer Seller Meet,
the visitors will have the opportunity to interact with business entities and reliable suppliers
from India and work towards forging long-term partnerships for mutual benefits, including
promotion of handicraft industry in Oman.

H.E. Mr. Piyush Srivastava, Ambassador, Embassy of India in Bahrain said that the Handicrafts is an
important sector having good potential of bilateral cooperation between India and the Kingdom of
Bahrain. | am sure that this Virtual BSM will bring promising prospects for both countries for
networking, forging long term relations, sourcing premium product lines in home décor, textiles,
jewellery & accessories, etc.

H.E. Mr. Ravindra Prasad Jaiswal, Ambassador, Embassy of India Sudan said that this Virtual Meet is
an apt learning opportunity from craft backed Indian manufacturing expertise besides sourcing
opportunity for several products conforming to modern styles while retaining the simplicity,
minimalism and functionality that India competitively offers.

Speaking on the occasion, Mr. Ravi K. Passi, Chairman-EPCH welcomed all to the Virtual
Buyer Seller Meet. He informed that this Virtual BSM will provide a viable marketing option
to the exhibitors and buyers. It is expected that this Virtual Buyer-Seller-Meet in association
with Indian Embassies will lead to a growth in Indo-WANA Region Trade, economy and
people to people relations, said Mr. Ravi K. Passi, Chairman-EPCH.

Dr. Rakesh Kumar, Director General, EPCH shared the journey of IHGF Delhi Fair since 1994
as the show has gone from strength to strength recognized as largest congregation of
handicraft exporters under one roof as certified by Limca Book of World Records. Dr. Kumar
informed the objective of organizing this Virtual Buyer-Seller Meet is match-making on
virtual platform of Indian companies with the West Asia & North African buyers &
companies interested in sourcing Handicrafts, Gifts, Furniture, Fashion, Lifestyle products
for the countries in West Asia & North Africa and other markets thereby creating a ‘Brand
Image’ of Indian Handicrafts amongst buyers in the WANA Region. Indian Craftsmanship,
Ethnic Designs and colours are unique and have no comparison with products from other
countries, said Dr. Rakesh Kumar, Director General EPCH.

The Handicrafts exports during the year 2019-20 was Rs. 25,270.14 crores and during
15 nine months i.e April-December’2020-21 is Rs. 16940.98 Crores and USD 2268.58 Million
informed by Dr. Rakesh Kumar, Director General — EPCH.

For more information, please contact :
Dr. RAKESH KUMAR, DIRECTOR GENERAL — EPCH - +91-9818272171
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For more information, please contact :
Dr. RAKESH KUMAR, DIRECTOR GENERAL — EPCH - +91-9818272171
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PHOTO 1 — SHRI RAVI K PASSI, CHAIRMAN-EPCH SPEAKING ON THE OCCASION OF INAUGURATION OF EPCH BUYER SELLER
MEET ORGANIZED IN FOCUSED MARKET OF WEST ASIA & NORTH AFRICAN REGION
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PHOTO 2 — GLIMPSE OF VIRTUAL EPCH BUYER SELLER MEET ORGANIZED IN FOCUSED MARKET OF
WEST ASIA & NORTH AFRICAN REGION
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PHOTO 3 — SHRI SIBI GEORGE, HIS EXCELLENCY AMBASSADOR OF INDIA TO KUWAIT SPEAKING ON
THE OCCASION OF INAUGURATION OF EPCH BUYER SELLER MEET ORGANIZED IN FOCUSED MARKET
OF WEST ASIA & NORTH AFRICAN REGION
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PHOTO 4 - VIRTUAL BOOTHS DURING EPCH BUYER SELLER MEET ORGANIZED IN
FOCUSED MARKET OF WEST ASIA & NORTH AFRICAN REGION



