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PRESS RELEASE

37TH EDITION OF 4-DAY INDIAN HANDICRAFTS & GIFTS FAIR TO OPEN ON 17t FEBRUARY,
2014 AT INDIA EXPO CENTRE & MART, GREATER NOIDA

New Delhi -February, 11, 2014 -Export Promotion Council for Handicrafts (EPCH) shall be
organizing 37t edition of Indian Handicrafts & Gifts Fair (IHGF), Spring, 2014 from February 17 -
20, 2014 at India Expo Centre & Mart, a state-of-the art venue built up exclusively at Greater
Noida, for promoting Handicrafts trade from the country.

The fair which was initiated by EPCH in the year 1994 held twice a year and has become so popular
in the world market that it attracts large number of overseas buyers in each edition of the fair who
come to source their requirements from Indian companies participating at this fair.

The Council has been organizing the Indian Handicrafts & Gifts Fair with the intention of providing
a platform to the exporting community and to the importing community of the world to conduct
business based on mutual interest.

Dr. K.S. Rao, Union Minister of Textiles will be inaugurating the fair on 17t February, 2014.
Minister of State for Textiles Smt. Panabaaka Lakshmi shall preside over the ceremony, Ms. Zohra
Chatterji, Secretary (Textiles) shall be Guest of Honour, Mr. S.S. Gupta, Development Commissioner
( Handicrafts) will also grace the occasion.

The visits of First Lady of Colombia Mrs. Maria Clemencia Rodriguez De Santos, wife of the
President of Colombia, H.E. Mr. Juan Manuel Santos, Mrs. Monica De Greiff Lindo, President
of Bogota Chambers of Commerce and Mrs. Aida Vivian Lechter De Furmansky, General
Manager of Artesanias De Colombia will be one of the highlights of the fair.

The Handicrafts Fair this year will have more than 2650 exhibitors including 900 permanent marts,
drawn from various regions and states of India displaying a very wide variety of Handicrafts at this
show. Out of total 2650 exhibitors, 587 are from Central region, 143 eastern region, 519 from
Northern region, 402 from North-West (Rajasthan), 43 from Southern region and 46 from Western
region.

The major product categories will be Houseware, Home textiles, Furniture, Cane and Bamboo, X-
Mas decorations, Fashion Jewellery and Lamp & Lighting. Lace craft from Narsapur, Andhra
Pradesh will also be on display.

Mr. Rakesh Kumar, Executive Director of EPCH, informed that the uniqueness of the products
showcased at this fair will continue to be the domination of hand crafted and hand made products
where machines are used only for finishing purposes. Though hand crafted products are displayed
at many other fairs in the world but it is also a known fact that hand crafted products produced in
countries like China, Taiwan, Korea, Indonesia etc. are predominantly machine made and hand
work is done only for finishing. This is the reason that these countries cater to bulk orders in
thousands and millions.

Unlike this, India still have predominance of hand crafted and hand made products and this is the
reason that India offers uniqueness in craftsmanship, finish and presentation which brings further
value addition.



Mr. Lekhraj Maheshwari, Chairman — EPCH added that the product range on display at the fair will
be suitable for meeting requirement of all types of buyers ranging from low, middle and top end
consumers. It is expected that large number of buyers from all across the globe shall be visiting the
fair for sourcing their requirements of handicrafts.

Two seminars will be organized during the fair entitled “Vriksh Timber Legality Assessment
and Verification System” on 18ttt February, 2014 and “Quality Control and Necessary
compliances for Handicrafts Sector” on 19th February, 2014 at Board Room, Ground Floor,
India Expo Centre and Mart.

Handicrafts exports registered an increase of 38.5% in Rupee terms and 22.15% in dollar terms
during 2012-13 over the previous year. The exports during first 10 months of the current fiscal is
Rs. 16,786.24 crores. Export target of Rs. 24,500 crores during 2013-14 will be surpassed,
elaborated by Chairman — EPCH.

The EPCH is a nodal agency for promotion of exports of handicrafts products from India and
projects India’s image abroad as a reliable supplier of high quality handicrafts products.

For more information, please contact
Mr. Rakesh Kumar, Executive Director - EPCH +91-9818272171
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