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MARVELS OF

NARSAPUR

International

Lace Trade Centre (ILTC), Narsapur

Crochet Craft Cluster






DEVELOPMENT COMMISSIONER
(HANDICRAFTS),

The office of Development Commissioner (Handicrafts)is the nodal agency in the Government of
India for craft and artisan-based activities. It assists in the development, marketing and export
of handicrafts, and the promotion of craft forms and skills. The assistance is in the form of
technical and financial support, including in the form of schematic interventions implemented
throughits fieldoffices.

As the nodal agency, the Development Commissioner spearheads the country's efforts to
promote the handicrafts sector. The office supports the artisans and the sector through
different developmental schemes through its six regional offices at Mumbai, Kolkata, Lucknow,
Chennai, GuwahatiandNew Delhiandits 61field units.

The Handicrafts Sector plays a significant & importantrole in the country’'s economy. It provides
employment to a vast segment of crafts person in rural & semi urban areas and generates
substantial foreign exchange for the country, while preserving its cultural heritage. Handicrafts
have great potential, as they hold the key for sustaining not only the existing set of millions of
artisans spread over length and breadth of the country, but also for the increasingly large number
of new entrants in the crafts activity. Presently, handicrafts contribute substantially to
employmentgenerationandexports.




EXPORT PROMOTION COUNCIL
FORHANDICRAFTS

Export Promotion Council for Handicrafts (EPCH) is the apex body of Indian Handicrafts
exporters, setup to promote Indian Handicrafts worldwide. The Council ensures optimal
interface between international buyers and the Indian handicrafts industry to facilitate the
business of handicrafts exports.

Right since its inception in1986, EPCH has been playing a stellar role in projecting India's image
abroadasareliable source of inimitable handicrafts, EPCH provides comprehensive information
to international buyers on the rich variety of Indian Handicrafts, and liaisons between the
exporters and the international buying community. EPCH also organises regular visits of
delegations to trade shows, buyers-sellers meets, conferences and study tours abroad to
explore market opportunities and keep Indian exporters abreast of the latest trends in the
market worldwide. EPCH is recognized for its continuous pursuit of excellence. With its
Headquarter in New Delhi, EPCH has regional/representative offices in craft clusters and metro
cities like Mumbai, Kolkata, Bangalore, Moradabad, Jodhpur, Jaipur, Saharanpur, Agra, Guwahati
andNarsapur.

With an ever growing membership of 10,000 +manufacturers exporters of handicrafts from all
over India, EPCH, over the years, has successfully positioned India as a sourcing destination for
thebestinhand-craftedgiftsandlifestyle products.




Narsapur

i N e Narsapur was also known as
"Nrusimhapuri", named after the Lord
Narasimha. Gradually it changed into
Narasimhapuram and now to
Narasapuram. Narasapuram, or
Narsapur, is a city in West Godavari
district of the Indian state of Andhra
Pradeshand located on the right bank
of Vasista Godavari River, the River
Godavari empties into Bay of Bengal
near Antarvedi, at 9.6 km from
Narsapur. It is a municipality and
mandal headquarters of Narasapurammandal in Narasapuram revenue division. The lace
industryisprevalentinthecityandits surroundings.

TheNarsapuris alace Mega Cluster located in the West Godavariand East Godavaridistricts of
Andhra Pradesh around the Narsapur town. It has the largest concentration of crochet lace
artisans in the world with over 1,00,000 women home based lace makers located in the two
adjoining districts of Westand East Godavari.CrochetsLace are basically net-making art and are
beautifully crafted with cotton thread.Thelaceindustryat Narsapur isfamousworldwidefor its
design and pattern whicharemadepredominantly bythewomenofthisregion and as such
Narsapurisfamousforthecrochetlace products.

The lace work is done using thin threads and these are again woven with thin crochet needles of
varying sizes. Narsapur's famed hand-made crochet industry produces doilies, pillow covers,
cushion covers, bed spreads, table-runners, and table cloths etc. The products are available in
vibrant colors like orange, green, blue, white, beige etc. The artefacts also vary, right from hand
purses to caps, to mobile phone covers, tops, stoles and dolls & toys. There are also attractive
lampshades and wallhangings made fromlace.




International
Lace Trade Centre (ILTC), Narsapur

-
-

TheNarsapurLace Mega Clusteris located inthe West Godavari and East Godavaridistricts of
Andhra Pradesh around the Narsapur town. It has the largest concentration of crochet lace
artisans in the world with over 1,00,000 women home based lace makers located in the two
adjoiningdistricts of WestandEast Godavari.

Inview of large number of artisansinvolvedin production of Crochetlace &lace products and with
anobjective to provide Connectivity among the artisans, exporters, manufacturers and buyers for
better trade & market linkages, enhanced capacity, improved incomes and inclusive development

of the Cluster, International Lace Trade Centre (ILTC) was set up with the financial support of Office

of Development Commissioner (Handicrafts), Ministry of Textiles, Govt. of India under
Comprehensive Handicrafts Cluster Development Scheme (CHCDS) of Narsapur Mega Cluster
anditis astrongmarketinginfrastructureintheNarsapurCraft Cluster.ltwas also set-up withview
to give marketing platform for the entrepreneurs, artisans ,exporters and other stakeholders of
theclusterandhelp theminmarketintegrationbybackwardand forwardmarket linkage.

Thefocusof ILTCis onenterprise developmentinthe Cluster, thereby providing opportunities to
the local artisans groups, entrepreneurs, other stakeholders and small manufacturers to scale
up business operations.




Facilitiesat ITC

Based onthe need assessment for the Cluster, the following are the facilities at ILTCto provide
criticalmarketinginfrastructure for the Cluster:

ConferenceHalls/MeetingRooms

ExhibitionHall
SalesOutlets
Auditorium

Openair Theatre
AdministrationBlock
GuestHouse

Kitchen&Dining

DyeingUnit




Overview of NarsapurLace Cluster

m Location
» WestGodavariDistrict(22mandals) &East Godavaridistrict (6 mandals)
* 450kmfromHyderabad

Coverage:1lakhwomen artisans in aradius of 35km covering 480 villages in 28 mandals
intwodistricts

Current Cluster product range limited to traditional designs in home furnishings, Made-
up &Accessories

Current Turnover: Rs. 70 crores with Exports accounting about 90 % of sales (Direct and
Indirect)

Totalof 40 mediumand smallmanufacturersandexport

KeyUbjectives

The ILTC will establish the much needed Connectivity among the artisans, exporters,
manufacturers and buyers for better trade linkages, enhanced capacity, improved incomes
andinclusive development of the Cluster

m Marketingplatformforthe Clusterexporters, entrepreneursandartisans

m Trade promotion through buyer-seller meets, marketing events, local retail platform,
craftbazaars, fairs, etc

Facilitatebusinesswith prospective domesticandinternationalbuyers and designers
Platformtoholdworkshops, conferences and business meets for local capacity building

Hostbuyers, designersandresource personsandprovideallrequired supportservices




Facilities

ConferenceHalls/MeetingRooms

ExhibitionHall
SalesOutlets
Auditorium

Openair Theatre
AdministrationBlock
GuestHouse
Kitchen&Dining
Dyeing Unit




Narsapur

Narsapur was also known as "Nrusimhapuri", named after the Lord Narasimha. Gradually it
changed into Narasimhapuram and now to Narasapuram. It is also known as
Abhinavabhutapuri. Narasapuram, or Narsapur, is a city in West Godavari district of the
Indian state of Andhra Pradesh. It is a municipality and mandal headquarters of
Narasapuram mandal in Narasapuram revenue division. The city is situated on the banks of
the Vasista GodavariRiver.The laceindustryis prevalentinthe city andits surroundings.

| ocation

Narsapuris located ontheright bank of Vasista GodavariRiver, the River Godavariempties
intoBay of Bengalnear Antarvedi,at 9.6 kmfromNarsapur.

Culture

Godavari Pushkaram is celebrated every twelve years in Narasapuram to take a holy dip in

the Vasista GodavariRiver. Thisriver is said to have been brought in by the famous Maharishi
Vashishtha, one of the seven great sages of the Hindu Mythology. The place draws people
from the world over throughout the year. Antarvedi, the merging of the Bay of Bengal and
Vasista River, whichis atributary of the River Godavari.The place of confluence of the ocean
andriveris calledthe "SaptaSagara SangamPradesam”.

Itisalso known as the Anna Chelli Gattu (meaning brother-sister embankment).Some of the
religious destinations in the town are, Adikesava Emberumaanar Temple, a Vaishnavite
temple of 300 years old which was constructed by translator of the British East India
Company, Prasannagresara PuppalaRamanappaNaidu.




Population & Literacy

As of 2011 census, the city had a population of 58,770. The total population is constituted of
28,796 males and 29,974 females - a sexratio of 961females

per 1000 males, higher than the national average of 940 per

1000. 29,974 children are in the age group of 0-6 years, of

which2,665areboysand 2,456 aregirls. The average literacy

rate stands at 86.24% with 46,260 literates, significantly
higherthanthedistrictaverage 0f73.00%.

CCconomy

Handmade crochet lace-work is one of the most common form of industry in the town. There
aremany industries inand around the town such as Oiland Natural Gas Corporation of India,

Central MarineFisheriesResearchInstitute etc.Fisheryisone of the mainoccupations that

generates goodamounts of revenues for the fishermen. Itinvolves cultivationof avariety of
estuarinefishcalledPulasa.




History Of Narsapur

The existence of Narsapur dates back to 1173 AD. Dutch people landed in Narsapur in 1626.
Narsapurwasusedasaportby the Dutchandships andboats werebuilthere. [t was noted for
its ship building activity and some of the Europeans also were customers at this place; small
boats are still built in Narsapur. In the 16th century, Portuguese established their own factory
which remained as a trading centre for a few years. In the 18th century, Narsapur became an
important trading port. From this port, teak was exported to other regions. The ports at
Kakinada and Narsapuram became famous for manufacturing ships. At present there is no
porthandlingatNarsapur.

Madhavayapalem (Madapollam)is celebrated as one of the earliest places where the English
established a factory and was famous for its trade in cloth. According to Alexander
Hamilton's A New Account of the East Indies (1727). Next to Matchulipatam (Machilipatnam)
is Narsipore, where the English had a Factory for long Cloth, for the Use of their Factory of
Matchulipatam, when they manufactured Chintz there. It also affords good Teak Timber for
building, andhas afine deep River,butadangerous Bar, which makesit littlefrequented

Aboutthe Craft: Crochet loy Craft

The state of Andhra Pradesh is home to numerous skills and crafts developed over
generations and some of these crafts are home-based vocations like crochet lace making.
Originated in Narsapur, West Godavari district of Andhra Pradesh, Crochets are beautifully
craftedwith cottonthread.

Narsapur is situated on the bank of Godavari River and it is believed that the women of the
farming community of this region started creating highly attractive artefacts from colourful
lace, about 150 years ago. In the year 2004, the first of its kind lace park in India was

establishedhere where thousands of crochet lace makers canmarket their products.




The lace work is done using thin threads and these are again woven with thin crochet needles
of varying sizes. Narsapur's famed hand-made crochet industry produces doilies, pillow
covers, cushion covers, bed spreads, table-runners, and table cloths etc. The products are
availableinvibrantcolors like orange, green, blue, whitered, and beige. The artefactsalsovary,
right from hand purses to caps, to mobile phone covers, tops and also stoles. There are also

attractive lampshades and wall hangings made from lace. The crochet lace products are also

exported to countries like UK, USA, France, etc. These artistically woven lace products are
giftedas souvenirs.




Craft History

About the famous Narsapur crochet of Andhra Pradesh.
What started in the 1800s by Irish Missionaries who
landed in the Godavari region has grown into a bustling
exportindustry over150years. Yes, crochetlaceinIndiais
asoldasthat!

Narsapur crochet lace has found great demand in Europe,

especially the UK and France, and in countries like Japan and the USA; almost 85 per cent of
the local productionis exported. Many Western celebs like Sarah Jessica Parker and Rihanna
have repeatedly brought hot crochet pieces back into fashion. Fashion’s high priests like
Dolce &Gabbanaand Christian Diorhave usedcrochetintheir designs.

The Hippie movement spawned a boom in the crochet industry — an era when many people
made and flaunted colourful crochet clothing. Eventoday, it's seen as cool summer and spring
wear, great forthebeachand must-havesaticonicspring music festivals suchas Coachella.

There are many crochet manufacturingunits inNarsapur that employ about 1.0 lakhs women
crafters, mainly from the Kaapu community. These women were traditionally not sent out of
the home to work. So after their housework, these women sat at home crocheting instead of
sitting idle. They crochet at home and view it as a hobby even today, even though the number
of women crocheting is slowly decreasing. The industry is not without problems. China's
machine-made lace has taken a toll on this handicraft industry. Adding to the woes, the

pandemic causedamassive disruption, by freezingexports.
Now, as the new world order settles down post pandemic, European markets openup and the

demand for Narsapur crochet lace picks up again, it is assumed and belief that a simple move
can provide a fillip to this flagging industry - granting this inimitable handwork a Gl

(geographical indication) tag. It will ensure that this craft will see a resurgence of interest,

withstand the onslaught of machine-made duplicates, and provide an assurance to the
artisanback home that theirhandiwork is being recognised and appreciated.
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Craftin Other Parts of the World. ..

The exactoriginand date of crochetisingreat doubt. Some believe it goes back tobefore the

time of Christ, but thereisnorecord of thisformof needle art before the 1800's and it was not
until the 1840's that written instructions began to be published. Crochet has been handed
downfromgenerationtogeneration throughfamily and friends.

Crochet in Europe seems to have developed independently in two quite different milieus. As
with knitting, this technique was used to create insulating woolen clothing for use in
inclement climates such as Scandinavia and Scotland, where an early-nineteenth-century
version of crochet, known as shepherd’s knitting, worked with homemade hooks improvised
from spoons or bones. Through wear or design, these items became felted, offering further
protection against the elements. Simultaneously, in the more leisured climate of the female
drawingroom, another form of the craft was developing out of a far older type of needlework
calledtambour.
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This latter from of crochet developed in Europe and the United States during the nineteenth
century, primarily a women'’s activity. Numerous crochet patterns appear in women'’s
magazines of the period,

: LR, -
ranging from conventional . - My

clothing applications such as
collars, bonnets, scarves,
blouse, slippers and baby
wear to such fantastical
creationsasbirdcage covers.
Museum collections contain
awealth of crocheted purses
and bags from the second
half of the nineteenth
century. Some of the finest
aremiser's bags, workedwith
fine colored skills and tiny
glass or steel beads. These
bags were rounded at both
endsor curvedatoneendand
square at the otherandhad a
small opening through which
coinswouldfit.

By the middle of the

nineteenth century, patterns

for Tunisian crochet began to appear. This was a hybrid knitting/crochet technique capable of
producing a firm, stable structure for clothing such as shawls, waistcoats and children’s
dresses. The technique was also called Afghan stitch and is still practiced in southeastern
Europe, suggesting other geographic avenues for further research into crochet's origins and
dissemination.




Objective of Dying Unit

No facilitiesareavailable near thecluster

Nearest facilities available, which is 250 KMs (Chirala) or in Tirpur and Karur, Tamilnadu,
whichis1000KMsfromNarsapur

Duetodistance timelostinhigh &waiting atexistingdying centre

Delay in production and delivery in consignment, due to this sometime leads to
cancelationof order.

To provide facilities to the artisans of the crafts clusters and enable them to enhance
theirproduction, product designand produce the products as per the consumerde
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DYEING /LAB MACHINES

Part A: Dyeing Machines

CABINET HANKYARN DYEING MACHINE (semi
automatic) Capacity: 5kgs

Suitable for dyeing the hank yarn samples with
microprocessor based control panel. Machine is
equipped with 2 door system and hanks fordyeing inside.
Can beloaded with Two separate trolleys. Heating
medium is Steam, process is carried out with the help of
softwaterandtextile dyesandchemicals

CABINET HANK YARN DYEING MACHINE (semi
automatic)Capacity: 25kgs

Suitable for dyeing the hank yarn up to 25 kgs with
microprocessor based controlpanel. Machine is
equipped with 2 door system and hanks for dyeing inside
are loaded with Two separate trolleys. Heating medium is
Steam, process is carried out with the help of soft water
andtextile dyesandchemicals.
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GARMENT DYEINGMACHINE(automatic)
Capacity :5 kgs

Suitable for dyeing the fabric pieces & crochet pieces.
Micro processor based control panel to control
temperature and time of dyeing, cooling, water filling and
drain. Most suitable for the lace yarn & woven garments
forindepth Dyeing. Heatingmediumis Steam, processis
carriedout with the help of soft water and textile dyes and
chemicals.

GARMENTDYEINGMACHINE (automatic)

Capacity:25kgs

An efficient Garment / LACE GARMENTS / Knitwear
Processor & Washer, Carries out desizing, enzyme silicon
wash, bleaching, stoning, softening, dyeing and many
more. Microprocessor Based Controls - Pneumatics
combines to ensure precise control of time, temperature,
level, speed, rotation &process control. Heating medium
is Steam, processis carried outwiththe help of soft water
andtextiledyesand chemicals.
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HYDRO EXTRACTOR
Capacity : upto 25 kgs

The yarn or fabric pieces after dyeing process is taken
into this machine for removal of excess water . Drying of
hank yarn inside by the Steam circulated inside. Drying
WithSteam

HANK YARNDRYING CHAMBER
Capacity: upto25kgs

The yarn hanks after hydro extractor are taken into this
machine for drying with the hot air circulated inside the
machine. Suitable for dyeing the hank yarn up to 25 kgs
with microprocessor based control panel. Machine is
equipped with 2 door system and hanks for dyeing inside
areloaded withtwo separate trolleys.
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TUMBLE DRYER
Capacity: 25 kgs
Make : PREMIER

The fabric or crochets pieces after hydro extraction are
takeninto thismachinefordryingwiththe helpofhotairin
the machine . Front loading Garment Basket with
Microprocessor based Controls for heating, Steam Inlet
/Steam Outlet/Air Outlet.

MINIBOILER (IBR)

Capacity: 500kg/Hour

Boilerisusedto produce steamwhichisused as aheating
media in cabinet dyeing machines, garment dyeing
machines, tumbledryerandhank dryingchamber.
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PART B: LABORATORY MACHINES
INFRA RED LAB DYEING MACHINE
Capacity : 12 Samples/cycle

Machine is used to make sample dyeing or bleaching as
per the customer requirement and the recopies are used
inbulk production. Cottonyarnsamples are dyed with soft
water andtextile dyes and chemicals.

HOTAIROVEN

Hot air oven is used to dry the lab tested samples .
Automatic temperature controlled and hot air is
circulated inside the chamber with the help of electrical
heating.

A"A ))AAtA«) ‘A‘A ))AAtA A‘[ X '))A“A«*) A‘A‘ )A“A«O) "A‘ )A“‘((') '))A“‘((' ('))A“‘((')

«~»x$"<<~>>x§«»»§'}<«>>x’§<~»§««»§‘<«>>"3’«~i" ""««»ﬁ‘«o»x'é« i"«o»xli<~»§<«»§Y«o>"‘«~»x$"«~»"§« B >f<}§«~>>""«~>>x’§«»i" >."<)Y«~>>""'«~»x'é"«»x’i«~>)""'<<»>x{}3«o>""v >x$"<<~>>x§«»»{gﬁ«o»ﬁ«~»x$"<«>>§«»»x;"x«o»{b»»ﬁ««»ﬁ‘«o»%‘( v""<<o>>{§< BoBo J"«o»{i "‘ %‘ B »1{0"«.»"3« B >x$§«~>>"¥«~»x{0"«~»

A"A«»ﬂ[ >.§)‘A«~»A‘[ «~>>A‘[«~ X »»“«»




DIGITAL PH METER LAB MODEL

Usedto check the phlevels of water in the process for the
precisedyeingresult

PRECISIONDIGITAL WEIGHING BALANCE
CAPACITY:210gms, Accuracy:1mg

Used to weigh the dyes and chemicals whichis usedinthe
lab process. It is high precision digital balance with tower
windshield.
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Financially supported by :
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Office of Development Commissioner (Handicrafts)
Ministry of Textiles, Govt. of India
West Block No. VI, R.K. Puram, New Delhi 110066
Tel: +91-11-26106902, Fax: +91-11-26163085
www.handicrafts.nic.in / www.craftclustersofindia.in

Implemented by ;

EXPORT PROMOTION COUNCIL FOR HANDICRAFTS
EPCH HOUSE, Sector — C, Pocket — 6 & 7, LSC, Vasant Kunj, New Delhi - 110070
Tel : +91-11-26135256 Fax: +91-11-26135518/19, www.epch.in

Regional office
International Lace Trade Center
Rustambada ,Narspur,West Godavari district, A.P- 534275, Email: narsapur@epch.com



