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PRESS RELEASE

TWO DAYS INTERNATIONAL SEMINAR ON PROMOTION OF INDIAN HANDICRAFTS AND
INTERNATIONAL CRAFT EXCHANGE PROGRAMME

New Delhi — September 11, 2013 -- The Export Promotion Council for Handicrafts (EPCH) and National
Centre for Design & Product Development (NCDPD) for the first time are organizing a two-day event titled
International Seminar on Promotion of Indian Handicrafts and International Craft Exchange
Programme from 17-18 September, 2013 at The Ashoka Hotel, New Delhi.

As the name indicates the event has two components viz. a seminar under which experts from Vietnam,
Thailand, China, Japan and Ireland will make a special presentation before the Indian handicrafts exporting
community on various aspects of promoting exports. The other component will be International Craft Exchange
Programme in which Craftspersons from China, Thailand, Vietnam and India will actively participate make
demonstration of their craft capabilities ultimately enabling close interaction between craftspersons of those
countries on the technique and methods adopted for production, design, design development, packaging and
linkages for marketing both domestically and internationally, said Mr. Rakesh Kumar, Executive Director of
EPCH.

Handicrafts exports from India occupy a special place in the Indian economy and social life. Exports have been
growing on a steady annual average rate of 15% per annum during the last few decades. In the recently
concluded financial year, exports of handicrafts from India to world over amounted to Rs.17970.12 crores.
Despite the fact that Indian exports have been rising year after year, India’s share in the world market has been
less than 2%. Handicrafts production in India is estimated to be of the order of US $ 5600 million out of which
exports amount to US $ 3304 million. The balance production of handicrafts averaging around US $ 2300
million is estimated to be domestically consumed. This figure indicates that there is surplus available

in the country for exports. India also has hidden treasure of raw material base which can be converted into
handicrafts in future depending on the requirement. With the availability of this kind of surplus, it is necessary
for India to try and increase its share in the world market.

According to Mr. Rakesh Kumar, China has taken the lead in the handicrafts exports in the world market. Its
share is estimated to be around 30% of the world market. Other Asian countries like Thailand, Vietnam,
Indonesia, Philippines etc. are also having substantial share in the world market. Handicrafts production in
most of these countries is mechanized and is based on production clusters which have been developed on the
basis of focus products for focused markets. The situation in India is different, in India handicrafts is still
handcrafted and machines are used for finishing purposes. Production cluster are based on availability of local
raw material and local craftsmanship and skills.

The EPCH in collaboration with NCDPD and Development Commissioner (Handicrafts) have, therefore,
planned this International Seminar and Craft Exchange Programme to learn from the experience of the countries
who have obtained a leading position in the world market. The craft Exchange Programme will have



craftspersons from China, Thailand and Vietnam besides India. The International Seminar will have eminent
experts speakers from Japan, Ireland, Vietnam, Thailand, China besides Indian experts. These experts will
unfold their case studies and experiences in promotion of handicrafts, said Executive Director, EPCH.

The two days Seminar and Craft Exchange Programme scheduled to be held from 17-18 September, 2013 at
The Ashoka Hotel, New Delhi is expected to enable Indian handicrafts exporting community to re-orient itself

to take a lead in the world market. The seminar will be inaugurated by Union Minister of Textiles, Dr. K.S.
Rao.

For further information, please contact :
Mr. Rakesh Kumar, Executive Director — EPCH - +91-9818272171
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