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Welcome
TO INDIA’S

High Point!
he Export Promotion
Council for Handicrafts
(EPCH), in coordination
with the Jodhpur
Handicrafts Exporters
Association, has decided
to organise the Indian Furniture &
Accessories Show (IFAS) from
March 13 to 15, 2010. The first of
its kind show in the country, the
Jodhpur show will seek to provide
a glimpse of the incredible range of
woodwork that India’s fabled
artisans are capable of. Perhaps,
what is more significant is that the
show is at India’s High Point —
Jodhpur. IFAS is India’s exclusive mega
b2b furniture show that aims to
position Jodhpur as India’s major
woodcraft cluster and town of
export excellence.
Owing to its stately past and home
to an unparalleled range in ethnic arts
and crafts that have made it popular
among connoisseurs, Jodhpur has
emerged as a hub of wooden artistic
furniture and handicrafts. Masterpieces
from the city, encompassing a rich
assortment of marvellously crafted items
are inspired by centuries old traditions
and legacy. Indeed, the blue city has
secured its position in the
highly competitive international handicrafts
market.
The handicrafts export industry of
Jodhpur has virtually become the power
house to sustain the economy of the state in
general and the region in particular. It
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provides employment to around 0.3 million
persons. It also promotes the cottage sector
in the region’s interior areas where
agriculture-based livelihood is constantly
affected by drought conditions. The
handicrafts industry has also won accolades
for being eco-friendly. Today,
it is not unusual for
manufacturers to

keep on reconstructing their business,
keeping in tune to international
standards/competitiveness by adapting
processes that not only add to the aesthetic

value of the finished product but also brings
down the price.
Jodhpur has a broad spectrum of
creative products: ranging from artistic
wooden furniture, lifestyle accessories,
exquisite ethnic crafts, decorative items,
giftware, metal ware, wooden ware, life size
stone artifacts, etc. The innovativeness,
unusual styles and departures from
established precedents by manufactures and
exporters of Jodhpur has helped them create
exclusive products that are treasured the
world over.
With its ready availability of various
raw materials, manufacturers in Jodhpur
have the ability to cater to various consumer
groups. The product range spans across
classic to colonial, country style to ethnic,
rustic to designer, minimal to high-tech,
ethnic to contemporary and traditional to
modern styles. The green trend is
aggressively pursued among manufacturers
here as they shape up discarded and
reclaimed pieces of furniture, door panels,
old house-hold items, camel cart wheels,
bullock-carts, etc. into fascinating pieces of
decoratives. Attention to detail also goes to
colour, accents, textures and finish. Among
materials, they usually use seasoned hard
wood like sheesham, mango wood and teak.
In turning Jodhpur to a hub of furniture
and home accessories, the contribution of
number of states of India is also
praiseworthy. Apart from manufacturing
and exporting its own broad-spectrum
products, Jodhpur exports goods
manufactured by various states of
India which route their exports
through this hub. As far as Uttar
Pradesh is concerned, glass items of
Firozabad, brass items of Aligarh and
gift items of Saharanpur find way to
the world through Jodhpur. Furniture
and decorative wood work relating to life
circle of humans and animals,
depicted in wood and also amorous
items, are routed through Jodhpur
from Orissa. Maharashtra supplies
Victorian Bagghis while Himachal Pradesh
does flower pots. Gujarat is famous for
minute woodwork as also artistic items in
brass and iron which move through Jodhpur.
The exclusive furniture of Karnataka with
micro-work and the inlay in bone and brass
are worth mentioning. Punjab provides iron
gates and pots of various shapes and sizes
which are also routed through Jodhpur.
Buyers attending the event will have the
opportunity to visit production units and
warehouses of manufacturers in the royal
city. Strategically timed with major Asian
furniture shows, IFAS would bring together
300 furniture/accessories manufacturers from
all over India. 
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Indian Handicrafts:
Creations of excellence
ince time immemorial,
in the various
civilisations of the
world, man has been
fascinated with
wooden art and
craft. In India, wood has been an
ancient favourite to craft toys,
utensils, decorative art
forms, carved items and
much more. Woodwork
finds its mention in the
ancient scriptures where it
was recommended for the door
frames of every house and the
tradition continues even today.
Rajasthan is known for its
antique and contemporary
hand-carved, painted brass
decorated woodwork. In
the world of wooden
lacquer ware, Jodhpur —
the High Point of India
— has earned itself
the place of honour.
The sheer brilliance of
the craft is apparent
in decorative
pieces, furniture
and other utility
household items.
Among wooden
furniture, huge beds,
chests, cupboards,
boxes, tables, table
tops, decorative
items, low seating
chairs and tables,
garden furniture
and swings from
Rajasthan stand
out as
masterpieces.
Rajasthan is also
known for wood
figurines in the
shape of
animals, which
are beautified
with inlay work.
Exquisite jali or
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latticework is also produced here.
Craftsmen also create delicately
carved figures of deities on rosewood
and sandalwood.
Woodcraft in India is a part of
the huge Indian handicrafts
sector. The story of Indian
handicrafts dates back to the
beginning of the
Indian
civilisation. At
the dawn of
history, Indians
started conceiving
artefacts with
unimaginable designs as
objects of adorations for
temples and palaces. The
objects travelled
through the time to
assume variegated
forms with
unmatched
functional
value,
embellished by
inimitable aesthetics.
Today, the
Indian handicrafts

industry produces one of
the widest ranges of
lifestyle and utility
products. It is also a major source
of employment for the rural communities,

providing sustenance to millions
of craftspersons spread out all
over the country. A
workforce of more than six
million craftspersons forms
the backbone of the industry.
Armed with inherited
skills, techniques and
traditional
craftsmanship, the
industry is highly
labour-intensive
and
decentralised,
spread out
across both rural
and urban areas.
Our
handicrafts do not
only exhibit
exquisite artistry
but also the cultural
heritage of the
nation in the
form of
colours,
motifs and ways
of life. All these
factors have made
Indian crafts popular
in international
markets. These
handcrafted creations
manifest the richness
and diversity of our
cultural heritage as
well as the exquisite
artistry of our
craftspersons.
The export of
handicrafts have
made rapid strides in
the recent past. Our
traditional buyers —
in the USA and
Europe — have grown
over the years and today the focus of the
EPCH is widening to include new
emerging markets in Latin America,
Central Asia (CIS), Africa and South
East Asia. 
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In diversity lies the strength of

Indian handicrafts
Just like the cultural diversity of our
country, handicrafts too differ with changing
demographics. Mr Sanjay Agarwal, IAS,
Development Commissioner (Handicrafts)
feels that handicrafts, though an important
contributor to the economy, still has a long
road to travel.
andicrafts is an
important sector of our
country today. Its
strength lies in its
diversity which comes
from the fact that is
manufactured in different parts of the
country. This sector also generates vast
employment opportunities — about 6.5
million artisans are currently involved in
manufacturing of varied products.
In terms of value, domestic
consumption as well as exports
of the handicrafts combined
amounts to a little over $1
billion.
The diversity in Indian
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handicrafts is truly immense and ranges
from textiles to stone work, woodcrafts,
sheet metal products and numerous others.
Over the years, a few dedicated clusters
have been established which have become
centres for major export activities. For
example, Moradabad has become popular
for metal work, Saharanpur and Jodhpur
for wood, Jaipur for hand-print textiles
and Badoi and Srinagar are known as
carpet centres. The list is almost endless.
Jodhpur, which in the past was known
for producing traditional handcrafted
furniture, is today frequented by people in
search for contemporary, modern
furnishings. The city, in fact, is excelling
in handicraft export, particularly
furniture. The total value of exports from
Jodhpur, at present, stands at a whopping
$25 million. In addition, the city is fast
gaining strength in stonework, sandstone
and marble.
The cluster concept developed by
Export Promotion Council for Handicrafts
is a well thought out confidence building
measure amongst buyers as well as sellers.
The clusters create confidence amongst
buyers in visiting the cluster and gaining
first-hand knowledge regarding quality
and production methodology and volumes
as well as on social issues that does not
impede compliances. I am confident that
buyers coming to these clusters or fairs,
like the Indian Furniture and Accessories
Show that is happening in Jodhpur in
March this year, would return to their
countries entirely satisfied. I am positive
that the Indian Furniture and Accessories
Show would showcase top-class
furniture and handicrafts,
which would provide further
impetus to the export
industry in Jodhpur. 
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“RBSM will be a big platform
for the furniture industry”
The Chairman of EPCH, Mr Raj Kumar Malhotra, has high
expectations from the Jodhpur meet in March. The special show will not
only provide an opportunity to exhibitors from the city, often called the
High Point of India, to display their products but also give them the
chance to take the buyers directly to their showrooms and workplaces.
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he Export Promotion Council for
Handicrafts has been organising Asia’s
largest gifts and handicrafts show —
Indian Handicrafts & Gifts Fair (IHGF)
twice a year — in the month of February
(Spring Edition) and in the month of
October (Autumn Edition). The shows
offer a platform to more than 1,800
exporters of Indian handicrafts to
showcase their merchandise to the world.
It has been felt that the focused approach
to the products that have a large
share in the international
market needs to be
addressed in a
manner so that
such areas

are fully exploited to its potential.
In order to provide impetus to the
growth of the furniture and accessories
segment, the Council decided to organise
Reverse Buyer Seller Meet (RBSM) in
Jodhpur specially focusing on the
woodcraft of the country. The RBSM is
being funded through the Market Access
Initiatives (MAI) scheme of the Ministry
of Commerce & Industry, Government of
India. The objective of the event is to
source the vast variety of furniture,
accessories and other large objects which
can cater to home, hotel, garden and
outdoor. The furniture show is organised
on the pattern of High Point, USA where
the buyer will have an opportunity to visit
the showrooms/warehouses of
manufacturers/exporters at
Jodhpur besides having a look at
the display by the exhibitors in
the exhibition hall.
The Indian Furniture and
Accessories industry has come of
age. It has exquisite designs,
styles, craftsmanship and finish
besides a diverse range to suit the
requirements for living rooms,
bedrooms, dining rooms, hotels,
restaurants, clubs, entertainment
centres, beaches, garden and
other outdoor activities. The
range of accessories includes all

Chairman Interview.qxd

1/7/2010

4:37 PM

sorts of home décor items not only in
designs but also in texture and quality.
More than 300 leading Indian companies
in an area of 3000 sq mt will be exhibiting
to display products at the show.
The Jodhpur show has been organised
under the MAI scheme of Ministry of
Commerce & Industry, Government of
India. The scheme envisages a project for
international marketing and capacity
development which has been approved for
a period of four years. It is under the
scheme that the RBSM for furniture at
Jodhpur from March 13 to 15, 2010, will
be taking place. There will be a RBSM for
Natural Fiber products at Bangalore in
2011 and a RBSM for Cane & Bamboo
products in Guwahati in 2011.
In an interview to G&H, Mr Raj
Kumar Malhotra, Chairman, EPCH, spoke
about the Indian Furniture and
Accessories Show (IFAS) at Jodhpur.
Excerpts:
What is so special about this fair at
Jodhpur in March?
 Certainly, it is special. It is one of
its kind and will be the first time in
India where the main attraction
would be the furniture
industry. We are expecting
around 300-400 participants.
Productwise we are
expecting a growth in the
furniture industry.
This time around, the
exhibitors don't have to
show samples of their
stuff. Instead, they can
show 100 per cent of their products. All they
have to do is take the buyer to their
showrooms or their workplaces. This — the
Reverse Buyer Seller Meet (RBSM) — will
be a big opportunity, a big platform for the
furniture industry of Jodhpur.
All the participants will be Jodhpurbased …
 No, they will be from all over India.
However, the main concentration would be
from Jodhpur and the local industry would
be involved in the fair on a large scale.
Did you decide to concentrate on
furniture in this exhibition because this has
been one of the worst affected with the
recession?
 Yes, exactly.
What is the situation of the handicrafts
industry today?
 Frankly speaking, in our handicraft
industry, all categories are there: there are
costly items, useful items and we have also
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furniture which is bought when a person has
some extra money after investing it
elsewhere. For furniture, buyers spend
$2,000 or even $5,000. Small gift items cost
only $2 or $5. Furniture is costly.
I can tell you about Jodhpur fair. We have
high expectations. If

there are 300-400 exhibitors at the fair
and if 400 pieces of furniture are sold, that
means every exhibitor would have at least
one buyer. That is the best part of the fair.
There would be one buyer on an average for
every exhibitor.
In terms of foreign exchange, what is the
quantity of exports that the industry has
been doing?
 In general, handicraft exports have
fallen by 48 per cent in the last three years
but in the last three months, this decline
has been arrested and the decrease in
percentage has come down to 18 per cent.
So, that means the industry is growing.
According to the provisional data available
with us, exports of handicrafts during
2009-10 (April - December) have shown a
decrease of Rs 242.67 crores from Rs
5778.95 to Rs 5536.28 crores, a decrease of
4.20 per cent in rupees term. In dollar
terms, the exports have shown the decrease
of $ 156.12 millions i.e. the exports
decreased by 11.95 per cent over the similar
period in 2008-2009.

Jodhpur (above) is the home to exquisite range of
woodcrafts. (Clockwise from left) A Victorian divan; artful
wooden cupboard; and a decorative wooden case with
miniature paintings.

What are your other plans?
 We will be exhibiting fashionable
jewellery, household products and much
more. The furniture fair is the first one in
Jodhpur. I must appreciate the help we have
been receiving regularly from the
government, the ministry of textiles. It is
due to their help that the decline came to 18
per cent from 48 per cent. The government
has been supportive always.
What more are you expecting from the
government in terms of facilitating the
industry?
 Government has always been supportive
always as I told you. There is a promise
whatever the demand regarding industry,
regarding articles we have, will be fulfilled and
they are definitely going to consider that. 
January 2010
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Mr C R Rai
Vice Chairman, EPCH
“The market is picking up and I urge our handicraft manufacturers to constantly
add new ideas, designs and innovations, along with good quality and competitive
costs. We can use new techniques to offer better prices to our buyers. EPCH is
trying to bring in more and more entrepreneurs from the country’s interiors so
that they get access to the global market and buyers get to source a broader
spectrum of products.
The Jodhpur fair will be one of its kind in the country. It will give our furniture
exporters from the small city a great opportunity to showcase their hard work.
Most important of all is that it will put Jodhpur on the handicrafts map of the
world. EPCH has been working diligently for the Jodhpur fair and I am sure
buyers and exhibitors will be delighted with the facilities, the categorisation and
classification of products. It is time we highlight awareness about the quality of
our handicrafts for our overseas buyers. The response that we have been receiving
to this fair has been commendable. Our endeavour will be to extend our
international reach and we hope our exhibitors will be able to enlarge their
existing list of buyers.”

The response has exceeded our
expectations
Mr Anoop Shankdhar
Vice Chairman, EPCH
“The overall response from exhibitors and buyers alike has been tremendous. In
fact, the response has exceeded our expectations. The buyers really seem to be
interested in the products manufactured at Jodhpur - hence the desire to visit the
place and check the products on-site.
Over the last few years, we have noticed that international buyers want to do
business with India. Cost is certainly an issue with some of them but I feel our
exhibitors have competitive rates to offer.
EPCH has provided facilities to manufacturers in Jodhpur and the CFC is being
utilised. My suggestion to participating exporters is that they must keep up an
upwards trend in terms of product variety and quality. Additionally, they could
engage designers for visual merchandising of their wares. Sometimes they have
what the buyer is looking for, but it is not suitably displayed and misses
attention. Constant study of buyer markets is also a must to keep up with
competition. We have the potential. We just need to keep working on it.
EPCH has worked out the strategies and has plans to attract more buyers. The
Jodhpur fair is the first of such initiatives. I am certain, IFAS will be popular
and will become a regular affair in the years to come.”
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Quality and craftsmanship will be on display for the world

Jodhpur will showcase quality work
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Handcrafted furniture and more

Nirmal Bhandari
President, Jodhpur Handicrafts
Exporters Association; and
Member, COA, Export Promotion
Council for Handicrafts

BHANDARI EXPORTS
Rai Ka Bagh, Old Police Line,
Jodhpur-342006(Rajasthan)
Ph.: +91-291-2511829, 2510621
Fax: +91-291-2511674
E-mail: bhandari_exp@satyam.net.in

handari Exports specialises in both
contemporary and ethnic furniture
since the demand differs from
country to country. A 20-year-old
company, Bhandari Exports has
developed a huge market in the
United States where it has large volume orders from
major chains which prefer contemporary designs.
The company’s ethnic designed furniture has a good
market in European countries as well as the Gulf
countries.
Placing a premium on quality, Bhandari Exports
has its own seasoning plant to ensure uniform high
grade products. The made-to-order variety is mainly
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from the Gulf countries and Germany, Italy and
Spain while buyers from the United Kingdom are
keen on furniture with Victorian designs.
Bhandari Exports’ biggest asset is its seasoned
craftsmen who are well-known for their intricate
design and carving prowess. The company’s carved
furniture has a ready market in Spain and Scandinavian countries. It also receives queries and orders for
carved furniture from Jordan and Turkey.
As for gift items — which Bhandari Exports produces — the demand is varied and differs from country to country. Additionally, the presence of a good
in-house design team keeps Bhandari Exports
abreast with the latest trends.

 Specialises in ethnic and
contemporary furniture. Also
manufactures handcrafted
gift items.

“JODHPUR
MADE A NAME
FOR ITSELF IN
HANDICRAFTS IN
THE WORLD.
NOW JODHPUR
IS KNOWN
WORLD OVER
FOR FURNITURE
ALSO”

(Left) A Victorian divan, (below) a table and
(above, left) a wooden cupboard with hand-painted
designs, (below that) a gorgeous settee; and
(right) a wooden handcrafted figure of a goddess.
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our artisans. Their popularity grew firstly
because the ever increasing tourists sought
ethnic artefacts during their visits to the
country and secondly, with economic
growth, Indians too indulged in collecting
these as souvenirs. This helped in reviving
the traditional art in many places in the
country.
The old ‘centres of creativity’, spread
across the country, started to blossom
again and a few centres added more skills
in their repertoire. Jodhpur is one such
example.
Not long ago most of the towns in
Rajasthan — Barmer, Jodhpur, Kishangarh or Udaipur — produced almost
an un-distinguishable kind of handicraft
products, perhaps tweaking designs a bit
to brand it as their creativity. But not
anymore. Today each town or region has
its own distinct design and a connoisseur
would readily distinguish them by its mere
sight. There is a concerted effort now to
promote these distinctive styles, specific
to the regions, and also encourage them to
manufacture the same keeping quality in
mind.
Jodhpur, since time immemorial was a
popular touristy city and it was during

JODHPUR

andicrafts as we
know are an
integral part of
any society, civilisation or country.
Sophistication and nuances in its creativity depends a lot on the progression of
civilisation, starting from the huntergatherer phase. The progression is confined to neither a particular continent nor
a country.
Since there is no record of commercial
activity in artefacts till about 17th Century, it wouldn’t be wrong to say that the
artistic skills flourished, throughout the
world, at the instance of rulers, and
maybe a few noblemen close to the ruling
elite, in royal ateliers.
Again, it was an activity that the aristocrats or the rich encouraged people to
indulge in.
The collectibles, popular as souvenirs,
became fashionable only in the past two
or three centuries as people moved from
country to country or between continents.
It was like manna from the skies for
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Reigning ruler of
handicrafts in India

these frequent visits by the tourists that
they started noticing original antiques on
display. It was not just the tourists who
clamoured for antiques, but later on, the
word spread to the locale people as well
who later started coming in droves to
shop. This encouraged others too to enter
the fray and also diversifying simultaneously into manufacturing other wooden
and metal products for decorative display
or for utility purposes.
As they say, one success leads to another,
Jodhpur saw many people venturing into the
business of manufacturing furniture. This
transformation is truly phenomenal — from
labour-intensive and time-consuming manufacturing method to production with modern
machines ensuring quality in each stage of
manufacturing thus achieving volumes
essential for exports.
This also ushered in new concepts in
manufacturing and factory management, in
adopting rigid compliances set by importing
countries. In one swoop, manufacturers
started adopting international ISO standards — be it in management, workers

health and safety or use of non-toxic materials — hitherto unknown to them. It augers
well, for the industries in the long run, and
enhances confidence amongst the importing
countries and buyers.
The latest buzz in Jodhpur is the manufacturing of eco-friendly products for the
environmentally conscious buyers. These
products range from toys to decorative or
utility products to furniture items. Material used comprises old railway sleepers and
rafters and beams recovered from old,
palatial house, which are being demolished, making way for new buildings such
material is being used for manufacturing
new furniture without destroying a single
new tree. Reduce, recycle and reuse seems
to be their motto. And there are buyers
not only of this concept but products too.
Jodhpur will always herald new concepts
for others to follow.
One has often heard the adage old is
gold. Now the old is equally beautiful and
there is increasing demand for those large,
metal studded doors from premier hotels
and farmhouse owners. In that journey,
Jodhpur has acquired new skills and speciality. For example, manufacturers of
wooden figurines send their products to
Jodhpur to give that unmistakable
antique look.
Jodhpur too had artisans producing
ivory products, like many places in the
country, but the ban on use of ivory
robbed them of their artistic skills. Well,
not really. A few years ago, enterprising
manufacturers starting using bones, inlieu of ivory, and created products that
looked no different from those with ivory
inlay thus, reviving the old tradition.
Jodhpur is making inroad into cotton
fabrics and weaving durries in a major
way. The old timers in Jodhpur claim that
the region was known for weaving exquisite durries in the past. The cotton fabrics, for summer dresses, are entirely
exported. It is now difficult to pinpoint
Jodhpur’s speciality since all its creations
seems to excel in almost every kind of
handcrafted product.
Rajasthan, from air may look one
large monochromatic, desolate desert. But
this appearance is deceptive. For centuries, folk art and performing art has
flourished in Rajasthan. Earlier, the ruling
class gave impetus to the growth of art.
The artisans, however, were open to new
ideas and accepted outside influences,
such as Mughal and later the British, in
their creativity. This acceptance of an
alien culture can be seen in wall paintings
on the walls of Shekawati’s havelis. The
exquisite geometric designs in lattice work

are indeed Mughal influence.
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Jodhpur will be just
the beginning
The first of its kind mega show of furniture and
home accessories in March 2010, will be a
stepping stone to bigger cluster approach shows,
according to Mr Rakesh Kumar, Executive
Director, EPCH.
he Export Promotion
Council for
Handicrafts (EPCH)
under the aegis of
Development
Commissioner
(Handicrafts), Ministry of Textiles,
Government of India, has created the
necessary infrastructure as well as
marketing and information facilities,
which are availed both by the member
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exporters and importers. The Council is
responsible for the promotion of
handicrafts from India and project the
country's image abroad as a reliable
supplier of high quality handicrafts.
To showcase Jodhpur's treasured
crafts - especially furniture — EPCH, in
the coming trade fair in March, will
provide more opportunities to buyers and
producers. Thereby, we hope to raise the
bar in the competition. We will be

exhibiting a large variety of handicraft
products which are not regularly shown in
the trade fairs that are held in metro
cities like Delhi or in Hong Kong and
Germany. In fact, the voluminous items
are difficult to transport to these
exhibitions. We decided on holding the
Jodhpur show with an eye on such
difficulties.
It is our endeavour to establish clusters
similar to the model prevalent in cities like
Chiang Mai in Thailand or Bali. In these
cities items produced locally in a factory
are widely displayed in showrooms in the
city. These cities have, over the years,
become very famous among buyers who
throng the place and shop for products
throughout the year. We also observed the
well-groomed and well-established
furniture market in the US at High Point.
There too, the furniture manufacturers
exhibit their entire range of products for
the benefit and choice of thousand of
buyers who visit the place to see, select
and buy.
At EPCH, we decided that the best
way to showcase Jodhpur's furniture and
accessories needed a professional
approach. Hence, the Indian Furniture
and Accessories Show (IFAS) that will
turn the spotlight on premium range of
furniture and quality accessories. Our
first-of-its-kind attempt in India will be
to focus on Jodhpur as one of the mega
hubs for the production not only of
furniture but also for decorative items,
garden articles, handicrafts and more.
It is my belief that this is really just
the beginning and in the coming years we
will put in extra efforts to achieve our
goal of exposing the quality creations of
small town craftspersons in the world of
big business. The direct interaction of
buyers with producers at Jodhpur will
also provide the creators ideas about the
exact requirements of international
buyers. We hope our initiative will enable
them to work together.
Above all, we at EPCH believe, that
this foray into small-town India may
ultimately bring in a lot of foreign direct
investment in the handicraft sector. That
would certainly help to raise the quality of
production. On our part, however, we are
also organising a training programme to
ensure that the quality of our handicrafts
are at par, if not above, with those
produced elsewhere in the world. With
both these efforts, supported by
Government of India and particularly, the
Ministry of Commerce and the Ministry of
Textiles, we are quite sure that this will be
a great opportunity for both buyers and
suppliers in the days to come. 
January 2010
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Jodhpur Handicrafts
Exporters Association

for further verification.
4. Certification of GSPs for six days a week.
5. Huge reduction in transport freight by
ICD.
6. Payment of incentives on dispatches of
TEUs under MoU with Rajsico irrespective of quantum of export.
7. Exemption of Sales Tax on past sales of
REP/SIL/Exim Scripts and reduction in
s exporters of Jodhpur
ers or unskilled labour, most of them belongexisting slab of Sales Tax on sale of such
have spearheaded the sucing to weaker section of the society. With
scripts.
cess story in the manufacwestern Rajasthan reeling under drought con8. Amendment in standard input-output
turing and export of
ditions year by year, the handicraft industry,
norms allowing facility of DEPB credit
handicrafts from
which is working under cottage sector providfor material on all types of wood. PreviRajasthan, the Jodhpur Handicrafts
ed employment even at the door-step of the
ously it was only Teak / Shesham wood.
Exporters Association (JHEA) has emerged as
artisans. As Jodhpur initially stood devoid of
9. Amendment in standard input-output
a pioneer organisation of the handicraft
any infrastructure for the Handicrafts Export
norms allowing DEPB Credit for packing
exporters of the state, which was registered in
Industry, the association perused hard in getmaterial on all types of furniture.
the year 1998. At the time of its birth, the
ting such infrastructure created.
10. MoU with RSIC for grant of incentives on
handicrafts sector of Jodhpur was in shambles
State government created infrastructure at
despatches of containers through ICD
and quite unorganised with negRajsico.
ligible export and a heap of
11. Increase in percentage of
problems. But soon the associaDEPB rates in case plastic
tion was formed, as a result of
packing material is suppleconstant endeavours by JHEA
mented by any other material.
to continuously strengthen its
12. ICD has been included for
commitment of providing dedifacility under DEPB scheme at
cated services to its members
various ports/airports/ICD
and looking after their core conthrough TRA facility.
cern. The JHEA, with all it per13. Higher rate of incentives
severance, persistence and
made available at ICD, Jodhpur
steadfastness created its own
through Rajsico.
niche by becoming a pivotal
14. Establishment of Solarforce in providing nucleus to
heated Woods Seasoning Plant
the member- exporters to
of “representative style” along
achieve a sustained higher
with Common Facility Centre
growth in export of handiunder UNDP assistance scheme
crafts at the various globalby DC(H) with nodal agency
destinations. With its laudable
being Rajsico and under the
objectives to co-ordinate the
management by a Committee
export promotional activities
headed by Mr Nirmal Bhanand mitigate the identical
dari, President, JHEA.
grievances of the members, the
15. Got Huge reductions in
association has virtually
transportation tariff by Rajsico
Former Ruler of Marwar State, H H Shri Gaj Singh Ji, giving away award to an exporter,
become a facilitating mechaat ICD Jodhpur thrice this year.
Shri Rishiraj Singh. (H H Shri Gaj Singh Ji is also owner of famous Umed Bhawan Palace)
nism for promotion and propa16. Allowing of 2% DEPB on
gation of export of handicrafts and artistic
Jodhpur at the initiation and persuasion of
plastic packing material instead of 1% if
wooden furniture at international level.
the association.
supplemented by paper packaging materiThe outcome was amazing as the world of
Achievements of the Association
al by Public Notice No. 39 (RE-00) 1997exports witnessed a sharp climb from zero
The association takes pride in saying that
2002 dated 1.11.2000.
exports at Jodhpur just two and a half decade
at the initiation and persuasion of JHEA, the
17. Allowing of Import Duty Free consumback to exports worth Rs 1,500 crore in terms
government came out to grant several faciliables / embellishments including wood polof forex contributed to the nation by the
ties / benefits / incentives etc. from time to
ish materials, rust preventive concenexporters of Jodhpur. The growth chart of
time. Some of them are enlisted below —
trates, heat resistant paints, poly films etc.
the containers despatched rose to more than
1. Facility of DEPB made available at the
under notification No. 71/99 Customs dat26,000 a year. To handle such a tremendous
ICD, Jodhpur.
ed 2.6.99 as amended by notification No.
acceleration in export, the government had to
2. Allowing of packing of Duty Drawback
16/2000.
open three ICDs, one managed by Rajsico (the
items with Non-Duty Drawback items
18. Formation of Exporters Grievances Cell
State Govt. agency) the other CONCOR manthrough a common packing list with sepaunder orders of DC(H).
aged by Indian Railways and third ICD Thar
rate invoices / shipping bills.
19. Postponement of mandatory Bar-coding
Dry Port in private Sector. In the process, the
3. Instead of detaining the whole con20. Availability of Duty Drawback on brass
employment figure, directly or indirectly,
tainer for an item or two as suspect
handicrafts / art ware under S.S. No.
touched three lakh persons comprising artiitems, the shipments were made to be
7.4.20 and 74.21 through Public Notice

sans, craftsperson, skilled / semi-skilled workallowed by only detaining such items
No. 17/2001 dated 15.2.2001.

A
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Magic from recycled wood

Bharat Dinesh
Secretary, Jodhpur Handicrafts
Exporters Association

BHARAT ARTS AND
CRAFTS
28/5, Heavy Industrial Area,
Jodhpur - 342005
Tel: +91-291-2740916/2742333
Fax: +91-291-2740900
E-mail: bharatdinesh@yahoo.com

 Specialises in solid wood
furniture of contemporary
designs and also
handcrafted furniture.

B

harat Arts & Crafts manufactures
furniture, mostly conforming to
contemporary designs, for the
European and the US markets. Its
handcrafted furniture is popular in
Jordan, Syria and the United Arab
Emirates. The quality of raw materials used and
specifications followed by the company has
impressed buyers in the markets that it presently
sends its products to.
The manufacturing unit is 100 per cent exportoriented and has been able to achieve its reputation
by strictly adhering to international standards in
the industry, though the demand from Europe is different from that in the USA.
The company has its own seasoning plant to meet
the stringent specifications for wood used in furniture manufacturing. It also uses old wood. In other
words, the company recycles old wood, an excellent
raw material, for manufacturing handcrafted furni-

ture. In addition, Bharat Dinesh also manufactures
accessories that usually compliment either bedroom
or dining or drawing room furniture.

“THE CURRENT

FAME OF
JODHPUR IS
MORE DUE TO
SOLID WOOD
FURNITURE
THAT HAS
WIDER APPEAL
IN THE
WESTERN
COUNTRIES”

(Clockwise from left) A contemporary wooden chair; a
handcrafted wooden and
metal bed; a modern chest
of drawers in wood; and a
dining table for six.
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Legacy of fine marble and wood work

Ramesh Chand
Abani
ABANI ART EMPORIUM
11, Bank Colony
Rai ka Bagh
Jodhpur-342006
Ph: +91-291-2511801/2511073
Fax: +91-291-2511589
E-mail: abaniart@rediffmail.com

F

or the past 30 years, Abani
Art Emporium has been
manufacturing all kinds of
gift products which belong
to the antique as well as the
modern category. The products, used for decorative purposes, are both for
indoor and outdoor displays. Though most of them
are manufactured from wood, iron and marble are
also extensively used.
Reproduction of antiques is Abani’s speciality
— be it paintings or decorative items — which are
truly appreciated. Though the products are

exported to the USA, Germany, France and
Japan, it has been noticed that the people of USA
fancy antiques more than the others. Of course,
like Abani’s products are appreciated elsewhere
too but the volumes are lower. The European
market prefers contemporary designs in their gift
and utility products.
The marble articles manufactured by Abani are
in good demand in a few European countries,
especially Italy. Marble panels with lattice work
are most sought after. This ancient skill has been
revived due to demand from overseas demand, but
there are a number of domestic buyers too.

 Specialises in restoration
as well as reproduction of
antiques that includes
paintings and figurines.

“THE INHERENT
STRENGTH OF
JODHPUR’S
ARTISANS IS
SKILL IN
PRESERVING
ANTIQUES TO
ITS ORIGINAL
LOOKS. THE
OTHER SKILL IS
IN IMITATING
REPRODUCTION”

14 Juanuary 2010

(Top,above and alongside, left) Some
of the fine examples of unbeatable
craft; and (alongside,right) specimen
example of marbel artistry.
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Producing furniture for export abroad

Murildhar Suthar
ANGIRA ART EXPORTS

F

urniture manufacturing is the
forte of the company. Though
it has its own designs, Angira
Art Exports gives high preference to the design inputs given by the buyers. They believe
it gives confidence to the buyers.
The products are mostly marketed in the United
States of America. Angira Art Exports, though not
averse to other markets, insist that volume for their

products in other markets is low. The solid wood furniture produced by them is durable while the straightline furniture is easier to maintain. The products have
lacquer finish and the gloss remains for a long period
of time.
Carved furniture is not in their product line though
they believe that there is market for such products as
well. The company ensures that all the glues and polishing used are non-toxic and lead-free and in compliance with the demands of the importing countries.

E-97, F-203, Mandore Industrial
Area
Jodhpur 342304
Ph: +91-291-2577237
Fax: +91-291-2577164
E-mail: angiranr@sify.com

 Specialises in solid
wood, straight-line furniture.

“JODHPUR CAN

NOW BE
CONSIDERED AS
THE CENTRE OF
FURNITURE
INDUSTRY IN
THE COUNTRY”

(Top) and (alongside right) Specimen of
different kind of drawered cabinets;
(below right and left) huge bed and a
table symbolishing ‘simple wood work’.
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Copper and brass on show

Sunil Sancheti
ARTS & CRAFTS
EXPORTS
39, Heavy Industrial Area
Jodhpur 342005
Tel: +91-291-2741469/2740591
Fax: +91-291-2741541/2740591
E-mail: office@artsexports.com

he furniture manufactured by
Arts & Crafts Exports stands
out in the crowded market.
Reason: a lot of copper and
brass sheets are used as a layer
to top the furniture. The company insists that no two products are alike or similar
as it is difficult to imitate the design.
The designs on the metal sheets are unique
and typically Rajasthani. Creating these motifs
entail a lot of effort from the craftsmen. First,
the designs are engraved on the metal sheets

T

before they are transferred on the furniture,
which are mostly tables of all sizes.
This kind of furniture takes a lot time to
manufacture and cannot be produced in bulk and
preferably is the made-to-order kind. The company also manufactures trendy furniture either
painted or in lacquer finish. All these products
are popular in Europe, Australia and
New Zealand. The furniture created by Sunil
Sancheti is ideally suited for places where the
temperatures and humidity are similar to that in
Jodhpur.

 Excels in metal and
wooden furniture for offices
and households.

“THOUGH
RAJASTHAN IS
KNOWN FOR
WOODEN
FURNITURE,
BUYERS ARE NOW
SHOWING
INTEREST IN
FURNITURE
COVERED WITH
METAL SHEETS”

16 January 2010

(Clockwise from left) A variety of chests of drawers
all with embossed metal sheets; carved decorative
working tables, benches and a stool with inlay
work; and, a wooden cupboard beside a round
telephone table with metalwork.

page new craft 13-20.qxd

1/7/2010

4:54 PM

Page 7

Home furniture in cane and wood
rt & Crafts Inc is a new
entrant in this field of
furniture manufacturing.
It has attained an enviable reputation in the US
market through its quality and exacting delivery schedules. The company
has not ventured into other markets.
Vinod Singh Rajpurohit makes solid wood furniture only and the volumes are large. The unit
has been able to achieve this through modern
machines. In addition, it does proper seasoning of

A

Vinod Singh
Rajpurohit
ARTS & CRAFTS INC.
C-63A-64A, M.I.A.
Phase II, Basni
Jodhpur 342001
Tel: +91-291-5103666
Fax: +91-291-5103555
E-mail: vinod@artncraftsinc.com

wood before any item is created. The volumes
depend on market requirements and often the
demand spurts leaving very little time for adjustments. The planning, therefore, has to be perfect
and that is what the company excels in.
The buyers are normally large store chains and
their representatives often visit or inspect the
samples and at times offer minor modifications.
Once that is done then it is a question of mass
production and shipment. Care is taken to ensure
that the products reach the destinations without
any damages.

 Solid wood furniture is
the USP.

“MANUFACTURI
NG IN LARGE
VOLUMES WHILE
MAINTAINING
HIGH QUALITY:
THAT IS OUR
SPECIALITY AND
WE INTEND TO
KEEP IT THAT
WAY”

(Top) Well crafted wooden home furnishing
(below left and right) some more examples
of elegant yet simple home furnishing.
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Hanwant Khatri
ARVIND EXPO-CRAFTS
F-707, M.I.A.
Phase II, Basni
Jodhpur-342005
Ph: +91-291-2740181/2748683
Fax: +91-291-2741677
E-mail: arvindex@sify.com

 Specialises in gift items
made of wood, iron as well
as in combination with other
metals designed for
different countries and
continents.

“IN THIS SECTOR,
INNOVATION AND
CREATIVITY
HOLDS THE KEY.
IN FACT, ONE HAS
TO FORESEE THE
FORTHCOMING
CHANGES TO
CAPTURE
ATTENTION OF
BUYERS”

18 January 2010

Creating designs for different tastes
anwant
Khatri
feels it is important to understand
the likes and dislikes of various
countries to be successful in exporting handicrafts. The people of the
United States of America, for example, prefer ethnic
styles in gift items, vis-à-vis the people from European countries. Arvind Expo-Crafts has understood
this aspect in its endeavour to export handicrafts.
Even gifts have different categories! They could be
for mere display on a mantelpiece or on a table to
other items of utility. These items are made of wood

H

(Top, right) Balls in a bowl; (left) innovative, multihued cabinets;
(above, left) chests — small, medium, large — all sizes are
available to offer; and (right) embellished flower vase.

or metal or a combination of both. Apart from utility items such as penholders, forks and spoons holders, the company also creates attractively designed
products for bathrooms like towel racks, soap holders and bins.
Arvind Expo-Crafts also manufactures furniture
on demand and designs provided by the buyers but
its inherent strength is in gift and utility products.
And that is its USP. The products are marketed in
Germany, Italy and Holland and the designs vary to
suit their taste. The company has its own design
team and Hanwant Khatri visits European countries
and the US regularly to get a feedback and at times
to assess the changes in designs.
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Rishi Hara
AZTEC SHIVA
E-589-595, EPIP
Boranada Industrial Area,
Jodhpur
Tel: +91-291-5131736/5131383
Fax: +91-291-2516859
E-mail: rishi@aztecshiva.com

 High-end furniture and
accessories crafted in grand
style.

“SCOPE FOR
GOOD
FURNITURE IS
BEYOND STAID
DESIGNS AND
WORKMANSHIP.
ONE NEEDS
TO BE
INNOVATIVE”

Innovative designs to woo buyers
ver since Rishi Hara started manufacturing furniture, his focus has been on
quality. Innovation is another factor
that he concentrates on. Although
most buyers take furniture designs for
granted, believes Hara, there is scope
for innovation in contemporary designs too.
Aztec Shiva trained its workers on various
machines, seasoning of wood, sequence of maintaining schedules and even to the extent of packing
since the entire production goes overseas for more
than a year. That training has helped the company

E

gain its reputation and confidence among foreign
buyers who are quite fastidious when
they come to survey the facilities and working conditions.
Presently, Aztec Shiva has been supplying to
bulk buyers in Europe and USA. The comapnay
has also been exporting to Australia and New
Zealand, though the market is comparatively
small. Among the other regions that Rishi Hara
has been sending his products to is South Africa.
Aztec Shiva is concentrating on expanding its
portfolio of accessories this year.

(Top) A seven-drawer chest with
ornate metal handles on embossed
metal sheets; and, (left) a lacquered
wooden chest with brass studs.
January 2010
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Turning the old into new

Rajendra Bansal
BANSAL ART EXPORTS
G1099/740/1, M.I.A.
Phase II, Basni
Jodhpur-342005
Ph: +91-291-2748320
Fax: +91-291-2748729
E-mail: bansalart@satyam.net.in

ansal Art Exports believes that
‘old is gold’. It collects old
unused household items from
every corner of the country and
re-fashions these into products
for modern day use — be it for
decorative purposes or reuse. While modern gadgets,
electronic or otherwise — may have made these
redundant, their value has not diminished.
The company also uses techniques for making
products look like antiques. This is done especially
with wooden statues manufactured in many parts of

B

the country. The company avers that these are in
good demand in five-star hotels and the homes of
the rich and famous. Western buyers too, insist
on such products. The large doors from old houses
(havelis) that are being demolished, on refurbishing,
are in demand mostly for decorative purposes
from hotels.
Often old doors or windows which may not be in
good condition are remodelled into centre or side
tables retaining their antique looks. It is a question
of using creativity in re-fashioning these products
and put into use again.

 Specialises in antiques
and recycling old discarded
household products
converted for present
day use.

“IT IS AMAZING
THAT OLD,
DISCARDED
HOUSEHOLD
PRODUCTS THAT
BE CONVERTED
INTO CHIC ITEMS
FOR EVERYDAY
USE OR FOR
DECORATIVE
PURPOSES”

(Top left and alongside) Excellent decorative
pieces are made from household scraps by
skilled craftsmen; (top, right) cabinet with
multipurpose drawers.

20 January 2010

